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President’s Report
I hope everyone has enjoyed a successful Fall. If you
weren’t able to harvest an animal with your bow, I
hope you at least got out to enjoy time in the woods.
Don’t forget to turn in stats sheets for your big game
harvests, this helps us show that bowhunting is an
effective management tool.
Sportsman throughout the state are rejoicing in our victory over HSUS once again in
an election. Thank you for your support, whether you donated financially or wrote
letters to the editor, or simply educating those around you. It is crucial that non hunters understand the role hunters play in wild
game population management. We must continue to educate everyone we can with facts. We won this battle, but the war is not
over! HSUS and it’s supporters are still working to stop our methods of harvest of Maine’s black bears. The MBA is still active in
working with Save Maine’s Bear Hunt leaders and all the outdoor groups in Maine to figure out a way to stop HSUS from coming
back with their lies & deceit to take away our most effective methods. I will keep members posted as things develop. I am proud
that our organization was able to donate a total of $15,000 to help defeat Question 1! Thank you!
This is a slow time of year for the MBA, but we are working on a few things behind the scenes. During our last meeting, held Oct.
5th, the 48th Anniversary of the birth of the MBA, we discussed working on a 50th birthday special edition booklet of some sort
with as much history as we can gather. Do you have something to contribute? I would like to have a little something from past
leaders, maybe regarding important events that occurred during their time served to the MBA. I would greatly appreciate input
from anyone with something to share.
The MBA was contacted by IF&W for input on a few law revisions regarding bowhunting for moose in Maine. The following
statement was issued to IF&W from the MBA on our stance of their suggestion of increasing the minimum draw weight for
bowhunting moose. “The Maine Bowhunters Association appreciates IF&W asking for our input on this subject. The MBA
is 100% supportive of requiring a bowhunter safety class for all bowhunting. Above all we want bowhunters to be ethical, although we feel that shot placement & kinetic energy are more important than simply draw weight. Increasing the
minimum poundage to 45# for moose could eliminate some youth & women hunters, but we feel this is the ethical
choice for moose hunting."
We did have a minor issue with our PO Box in Augusta when a members renewal was sent back to them instead of being forwarded from our PO Box to our Treasurer Rodd Lougee. If for any reason you have had an issue with sending your renewal or stat
sheet, etc, please contact me. It does however appear that the issue has been corrected with the Post Office, but we need to
make sure. I can be reached on my cell at 270-3400.
Save the date of April 18, 2015! Our Annual Banquet will be held once again at Jeff’s Catering in Brewer. We had a great turn out
this year at Jeff’s and are looking for a repeat! Please plan on attending with family and friends to celebrate our shared passion of
bowhunting. We are starting to work on gathering donations, and make plans for an entertaining evening. If you have anything to
donate, or want to be involved in collecting donations, please call or email me.
Thank you for your membership, please remember to help us increase our membership by encouraging your fellow bowhunters
to join the Maine Bowhunters Association in order to help us preserve bowhunting in the State of Maine for another 50 years!
Please go to our website www.mainebowhunters.org to join and also look us up on Facebook, give us a “like” and share some
photos with us!
Thank you,
Deanna L. Page
President
Maine Bowhunters Association

Please be sure to stop by our Youth
Archery Booth at the 2015 Sportsman’s
Shows to meet your MBA leadership.
Orono March 6-8
Presque Isle March 21-22
Augusta March 27-29

Congratulations to Alton and Cathy
Ames, the winners of the $50 gift
certificate for completing the
membership survey! Thank you to
all those who participated.

The Rare Arctic Snowy Owl
(Bubo scandiacus)
By

Julie Johnston
Often around this time of year, Mainers are fortunate enough to have what is called an irruption (meaning a change in food sources that
force the birds to look elsewhere usually south
of their normal habitat). This occurrence allows us a chance to see a rare sight in
Maine. I remember the first time I spotted one of these birds I was snowshoeing in
a cedar swamp during a snow flurry and spotted one in a tree above me. Rather
striking to observe alone in the woods.
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Snowy Owls are carnivores and have a keen sense of smell and eyesight and will sit for hours waiting for something to
move. Their primary diet is lemmings but will supplement with mice, ducks, snowshoe hares and other mammals. Snowy Owls are
diurnal which means that they are active both night and day.
It is interesting to compare the body size of a Snowy with a Barred Owl. A Snowy will be 20 to 28 inches tall and a Barred
will be 17 to 19.5 inches tall. A Snowy Owls wing span will be 49-59
inches and a Barred will be 39-43 inches wide a Snowy weighs in at
3.5 to 6.5 pounds the Barred will only weigh 1.5 to 2.5 pounds. The
beak on a Snowy is black and they have bright yellow eyes making
them especially easy to identify from other owls. The snowy owl is
one of the largest species of owl found in North America. Adult
males are pure white in color, however the female and immature
birds have spotting or a heavy barred appearance. They have a very
thick covering of feathers with heavily feathered feet along with
incredibly strong talons.
Snowy Owls nest on the ground during the months of May
and June in the Arctic tundra and will have from 3 to 11 eggs. Their
survival depends on availability of food and weather conditions.
Both adults will protect the young. When traveling south during migration Snowy Owls are attracted to terrain similar to the tundra in
Canada which could be open fields and airports.
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Last winter was one of the largest examples of an irruption with
birds traveling the entire length of the United States even as far
south as Florida. This year’s migration has already begun with
sightings reported in Ashland and Central Maine. So get your
cameras ready for a cool opportunity to spot a bird not common
to Maine.

Audette’s Sporting Goods
22 Peck Farm Road
Winthrop, ME 04364
Photo credit Lonnie Jandreau

ph. 207-377-2711

Deer Warts
(cutaneous fibromas)
by

John Hunt

Bachelor of Environmental Science

The first time you see these on a deer you harvest it may be a bit disturbing, because
they are so grotesque looking, but there is really no cause for concern. They are located on the skin of deer and do not affect the meat at all. They very rarely affect the health of a deer either, except
in rare instances where they get so large that they affect breathing, eating, or moving or sight. The first time I saw
these was when I was guiding deer hunters. The warts were on the mouth area of a deer one of my clients
shot. These appear as dark colored leathery warts found on the skin of deer. They can occur anywhere, but are
most commonly found in the area of the head neck and shoulders, and are more common on bucks than does. The
reason they're more common on bucks is because bucks tend to fight and cause injuries that allow the virus to enter
the skin. Biting insects are also thought to transmit the virus. There is
no concern of coming in contact with the warts or eating the meat of a
deer with these lesions. There has never been a case of this virus being transmitted from deer to humans. Viruses are often species specific, and these warts are caused by a virus. If a deer were to have
some sort of extensive bacterial infection it could cause the meat to
be unfit for human consumption, but that is not the case here. This
would only be a problem if the warts are so extensive that they affect
the deer in other ways that weaken it and make the deer susceptible
to an extensive bacterial infection.
As ugly and grotesque as these wart are, they are merely skin blemishes of white-tailed deer. They cause no health problems to humans,
and are of no significance to the overall health of a deer population.

GUARANTEED. You Have Our Word.®

25 Main St., Errol NH 03579
PH. 603-482-7777

New Threat to Bowhunting In Maine
By

Val Marquez
The Maine Wolf Coalition, Inc. (MWC) is working to Re-colonize eastern timber-wolves in Maine. If wolves are released in Maine
and populations expand and increase, it would be devastating for our deer, moose and small game, The threat is real; it may not
affect bowhunters today, however, future archers will see extensive loss of deer hunting opportunities if these deer killing machines once again roam in our forests.
Wolves inhabit northeast forest at this time, A female gray wolf was killed north of Moosehead Lake in 1993. In 2007, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife identified a timber wolf killed in Western Massachusetts. Also, Vermont, New York and Quenbec have reported
wolves in their regions. An expanding, healthy population of wolves live in Quebec. In 2002 a trapper killed a 67 pound wolf in
Ste. Marguerite De Lingwick, Quebec, just 20 miles from Maine’s
border.
Northeastern states already have timber wolves, which have
evolved naturally: most likely they are from Quebec. They do have
an extremely large territory, which could easily include Maine. One
confirmed wolf certainly means more are in the area. We all know
wolves run in packs.
Historically, wolves have roamed Maine woods killing game, and
cattle as well. A bounty was set on wolves in the 1800’s, something
that upsets radical animal right’s groups, until a wolf kills their pet
or carries off a child. The bounty was because of the killing of deer
and cattle in Maine. The last known bounty was paid in Cumberland County in 1833. It was killed in Ottisfield.
I question why groups expend time and energy on wolves that are
here naturally and within their carrying capacity, when there are
other more important issues. Many families in Maine haven’t enough food, homelessness, etc.
The eastern timber wolf has had a devastating effect on Maine’s deer population in the past. Wolves have maintained a niche in
Maine and will survive naturally within our environment, evolving in and out of the Pine Tree State, as well as other states within
their natural range.
Introduction of wolves will have a drastic effect on deer, especially in areas with recovering deer populations. This would , of
course, affect the quality of bowhunting in Maine. It’s something to keep an eye on, because wolf introductions in western states
are having an adverse effect on deer and elk populations there.

A Letter of Appreciation to Maine Bowhunter
Association Representative Brad Magoon
Maine Bowhunter Association
On the night of my birthday, June 9, 2013, the man of my dreams asked
me to be his wife. I said “yes”, of course! That’s when the wedding planning took off, and from there we had to find the perfect site that best fit
our love for the outdoors and our personalities. We knew that we wanted
a scenic spot overlooking the beautiful foliage that only Maine could offer.
There were many long drives and frustrations trying to find the right location for us. While apple picking one day, we found a beautiful piece of
property that spoke to us. The only problems was it was privately owned.
Upon doing our research and getting ahold of the land owner, he agreed
to let us use his gorgeous property for our wedding ceremony. This was a
huge relief, as well as heartwarming, since we were strangers to him. He
wanted no payment for himself but only asked for one thing, that we
make a donation to the Maine Bowhunters Association. Both of us being
hunters, full heartedly accepted this request.
We would like to thank Mr. Magoon for being so generous and kind, and
allowing us the opportunity to fulfill our wedding dreams.
Sincerely.
Mr, and Mrs. Matthew Cote 10/14/2014

Some Photos Submitted by members
A master of camouflage. The woodcock or otherwise
known as the timberdoodle. Provided by Julie Johnston.

It won’t be long before we’re thinking about
these. Photo submitted by Ruth Hunt.
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REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
Northeastern:
Mike Fitzpatrick, 989-8808, Rodd Lougee,557-4017 (cell),
Art Ward 943-2312, Brian Smith 240-2961
Northern:
Lou Provost, 532-6569, Julie Johnston,731-7070,
Deanna Page 270-3400,
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MBA Membership Application or join online at www.mainebowhunters.org
New

Renewal

Date:

Name:

Phone:

Names of Family/Household Members:

Address:
City:

State:

County:

Zip:

E-mail: Very important. Print clearly:
Membership Dues:

Family/household $30

Affiliate Club/business $95

Mail to: Maine Bowhunters Association, PO Box 5026, Augusta, ME 04332

To all our Armed Forces
THANK YOU!
From everyone at the
Maine Bowhunters Association

Augusta, ME 04332
PO Box 5026
Maine Bowhunters Association
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