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WINTER ISSUE

From The Editor
Crossbows are effective, ethical weapons that have become popular hunting tools across the country. However,
we feel that Maine isn’t at a point with its newly adapted “Deer Recovery Program” to allow them in the archery season. In
this issue we feature articles that fully explain out views on this matter. As always we welcome comments on this emotional topic.
Tina Richard, our lady columnist, features a column on treestand hunting. Also, Tina is an accomplished bowhunter that inspires woman to enter the great sport of bowhunting. Last season she killed a buck with her Mathews Passion
and includes an article titled “ My Deer Hunt After Hurricane Sandy”, read and enjoy.
John Hunt, MBA president, has included an article on Animal Rights Extremist and their views which is quit interesting . Although it’s a waste of time trying to convince them that their stance is irrational, it’s still fun to play around with
them and try. After all they are “hunters and gathers” but just hypocritical about it.
Check out the list of events and please mark your calendars plus attend them, MBA needs your support to continue the great work our officers, directors and reps. are putting forth. I’m not sure that the membership is aware of the
quality work these folks perform, all of which is free. In fact these people actually spend hundreds of dollars performing
this work, not to mention time involved. It’s great to see members at meetings, it make all the work worth while.
Members are reminded to send in their statistic sheet to Deanna Page, the new Statistic sheet is posted on our
MBA web site. Deanna has worked hard on developing new patches that you will enjoy and be proud of.
Get out there, do some snowshoeing, coyote and rabbit hunting. Winter is a great time to be in the Maine woods.
Val Marquez

President's Report
By John Hunt

I hope everyone had a great season this year. We haven't done much the past couple of months because of the hunting
season and the holidays, so our next few months will be very busy. We'll be having a number of meetings to start the new year off.
Upcoming events include Sportsman's shows, our banquet, an annual meeting for election of officers, and yes a full legislative session. The Sportsman's shows we plan to attend include the following:
Cabin Fever Reliever at Brewer Auditorium —February 23rd & 24th, 2013
Eastern Maine Sportsman’s Show at University of Maine —March 8th-10th, 2013
State of Maine Sportsman’s Show at Augusta Civic Center —March 29th-31st, 2013
Presque Isle Fish & Game Club—Spring Sportsman’s Show —April 6th & 7th, 2013
Our Banquet will be at Le Club Calumet in Augusta, April 20 th 2013
I hope to see as many members at our meetings, our banquet, and helping out at the shows as possible. We want your
input on how you want us to do things, and we also want your help in keeping our organization as strong as possible.

How to submit articles And Ads
The Maine Bowhunter welcomes submissions from all MBA members. If you've got
something you would like to share with the MBA membership, send it along. We want
to hear from you. Stories, photos, hot topics, even gripes are welcome. Try to keep
stories to 500 words or less. Please note the following dates for submission of material.

The Maine Bowhunter is a web-based newsletter provided to the committed
members of the Maine Bowhunters Association every other month, six times
per year.
Ad rates are for camera-ready copy; some assistance in designing ads can also be provided at our discretion. Submissions by e-mail or on disk are preferred in either MS
Word or Adobe .pdf format.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Good & Lucky

by Bill Valleau

“...I envisioned where I needed the doe to be to have a shot and
braced myself while I watched her come to me.”
On the Thursday of my week long October deer hunt I decided it was time to make some adjustments to my tree
stand placement. The wind had been blowing out of the west all week, so I moved my stand to the side of a well travelled
tote road among a group of red maples that the deer used to access a field. To the backside was a thick swamp lined with
alders and a mucky stream. I was confident that the deer would come down the tote from the right and move to the field.
My set up was situated to ensure a clear, close shot as the deer approached their feeding ground.
The wind was calm, the sun was bright and the temperate was comfortable. If someone had snapped a photo of me
at that moment, I was probably smiling because all seemed right in the world as I sat in my newly placed deer stand. At
4:45pm, I stood up to stretch my back and legs when I heard an unfamiliar noise behind me. Something was moving in the
stream through the swamp, sloshing along and moving in my direction. I peered through the branches and saw the head of
a small doe steadily working toward the tote road. Behind her came three other deer, but they were coming from the exact
opposite direction from where I had expected to see them. As I stood watching them my knees started to bounce and the
nerves of excitement came over me. I fought to keep still as the initial little deer approached my tree. I pushed my back
against the tree, slowly looked down, and gently moved my head to see the deer which was now 10 feet directly below me. I
fought to keep my composure as I couldn’t believe the chance encounter of having a whitetail within feet of me just three
hours after moving my stand. This was probably my most amazing deer encounter of my 32 years of whitetail hunting.
The small doe continued to the tote road and joined the other three deer that had already gathered on the tote
road. They started moving away, heading toward the field to feed. I was about to sit down, when a big doe reversed her
direction and moved back down the tote road. I envisioned where I needed the doe to be to have a shot and I braced myself while I watched her come to me. When the doe crossed my first shooting lane, I came to full draw at that very moment the doe turned away, offering a quartering away shot. I released, the deer scattered, and my heart sank as a wave of
disappointment caused me to collapse to my seat. I quickly climbed down, recovered my clean arrow, sat on the tote road
and the feeling of defeat came over me.
As the deer season wore on, I thought not of my resulting disappointment, but rather of what an amazing experience I had that afternoon having a deer walk directly below me on the same day I set the stand. As a hunter I have often
heard the saying, “it’s better to be lucky than good”, but after that afternoon I believe it’s best to be Good and Lucky.

Animal Rights Extremists on my Facebook
by
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Their final numbers will be out by the end of February 2013 on the 2012 deer harvest.
The Maine Antler and Skull Trophy Club
(MASTC) have been keeping records of the number of buck that make score to enter into the trophy club and they have shown a steady downward
decline of trophy bucks taken in Maine.

Legislative Report
By Jerome Richard
Well, we are heading into the 126th Legislative
session starting in January 2013 and true to my predictions from my Legislative Report back in the March
2012 newsletter, there are a few bills being introduced
on additional deer hunting pressure. The one that concerns the Maine Bowhunters Association the most is allowing crossbows in the archery season. I want to take
this time to explain what is at risk for all hunters if we
keep using political policy to manage our deer hunting
instead of using sound wildlife management based on
science.

Several years ago many of you might remember
George Smith, the former Executive Director for the
Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine, writing in The Maine
Sportsman trying to convince his readers and IF&W that
IF&W could sell 30,000 crossbow licenses if they allowed
crossbows in the Archery Season. At first I thought George
was way off on his numbers until I investigated what other
southern states experienced. Approximately 16% of all
hunting licenses sold in Ohio are for crossbows. This is a

Let’s review the current situation with deer in
Maine based on the facts and then you decide if it is
worth the risk of losing what we already have.
The past 4 or 5 years IF&W has 18 of 29 Wildlife Management Districts that are bucks-only
including during Youth Day and the Archery
Season.
In 2002 the total deer harvest was 36,885, and
now almost a decade later the deer harvest has
fallen to 18,839 in 2011.
According to IF&W last year, Maine has lost
23% of their non-resident hunters. Nonresident hunters do not come to Maine to shoot
does, button-bucks, spike horns, or even crotch
horns. They only come for big bucks with lots
of points.
IF&W just announced on December 31, 2012
that they estimated a total 2012 deer harvest of
21,000; however, IF&W fails to mention that
they issues approximately 8,000 more any-deer
permits in central and southern Maine for 2012
which caused much of the increase from 2011.

Crossbows legalized during archery season will reduce the
number of any-deer permits .

state with a 2011 deer harvest of 219,698! Maine sells about
175,000 hunting licenses, so 16% is 28,000 which means
George is probably right. Currently Maine sells about
10,500 archery licenses, so the additional hunting pressure
on deer is sizable.
According to information from outdoor writer Bob
Humphrey, there are 22 northern tier states that do not allow crossbows during the archery season. You may ask why
and it is very simple – all these northern tier states have
plenty of hunters, but lower deer populations compared to
the southern half of the United States. None of our other
New England neighbor states allow crossbows during the
archery season, so why do Maine hunters “think” they know
better than all our neighbor states?

My Deer Hunt After Hurricane Sandy
By Tina Richard

It was a beautiful day for working outside the house
in the morning of Saturday, November 3rd to get ready before winter set in. Jerome and I were done around noon and
he encouraged me to go out in the afternoon to hunt after I
had almost given up for this year. I had not really seen any
deer, in the past, but Jerome had a good feeling that I had a
chance because the weather was changing. Hurricane Sandy
had passed through and the weather was going to turn cold,
so the deer would be moving.
I went out around 1:30 pm and got settled into my
treestand with the temperature being about 50 degrees with
a light breeze. My stand was located close to a well-worn
deer trail at a pinch point between a bog and a roadway with
a thin ribbon of mixed hardwoods and softwoods. I took in
the views around me and saw squirrels, birds and heard a
beaver in a bog not too far away from my treestand. Around
4:30 pm I started doing some light calls with my doe bleat
call followed by a couple of buck grunt calls. I waited patiently for a deer to show up and at 5:00 pm I saw a small
buck coming to investigate.

“ ...I drew back my Mathews Passion and
placed the pin on his chest then released.”
He was moving slow, I sat still as a mouse. At 5:15
he got to 15 yards and presented me a perfect broadside
shot. I drew back on my Mathews Passion and placed the pin
on his chest then released the arrow. He took off running
straight into a bog, I could hear the deer splashing away at a
good clip.
I waited 30 minutes and then got out of my
treestand to look for the deer. My arrow made a complete
pass thru with a 40-pound, draw weight. I was hoping the

deer would be on the edge of the bog, but he was in quite
a distance so I had to call Jerome to help me get him out.
Jerome finally came with some knee-high, rubber
boots and retrieved the deer, he got soaking and wet.
What a great husband he is! We both help each other out
dragging our game animals. After getting the big bad boy
out, I helped Jerome drag my deer to the truck.
By the time Jerome found the deer, in the thick
bog, pulled it out, field dressed the deer and got it to the
truck, the local tagging station was closed. It was a long
night and poor Jerome was so cold from getting wet that
he was ready for bed. I didn’t get much sleep and I woke
Jerome up at 7:00 to get the deer tagged and bring it to
the butchers. The buck weighed 120 lbs. and my Mathew
Passion did it again. Thank You Jerome for encouraging
me to go out. Your gut feeling was right that I would get
my deer!

.

A photo that would make a “animal rights extremist cringe, see John Hunt’s
article elsewhere in this issue.
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Maine Bowhunters Association
Position on Crossbows
Year 2013
Maine Bowhunters Association is not opposed to crossbows. We are opposed to crossbows during archery only season
on deer. We are also not opposed
to disabled hunters being able to
use a crossbow during archery
only season on deer.
Our primary objection to
crossbow use during archery only
season on deer is that we don't
have enough resource to validate
it. We have a "deer recovery program" in place, and we believe it
is counter productive to that effort. Any extra deer taken by a
crossbow during archery season
will reduce the number any-deer
permits available to firearms
hunters.
In 2/3 of the State the option of reducing any-deer permits
is not even available, as none are
being given due to such low deer
numbers. In those areas the only
options are a shorter season or
"no hunting." Many Maine outdoor writers have written articles
this year about cutting back on
the hunting season.
Crossbows during archery
season will also have a negative
impact on the possibility of additional opportunities for youth
hunters. At least 2 suggestions
for increased youth opportunities
have been derailed at the advisory
council level in just the past year
for the sake of protecting the resource.
Our deer harvest in Maine
is less than 1/2 of what it was just

a decade ago. In 2002 we harvested
38,153 deer. In 2011 we harvested
18,839 deer. Adding this additional
hunting opportunity at a time like this
wouldn't be conservation, it would be
exploitation.
It's also seems hypocritical for
hunters to blame landowner groups
for a decrease in the deer herd due to
land management practices, while not
taking some responsibility for ourselves and our impact on the herd. If
I were representing landowners, I
wouldn't be happy with this legislative agenda and those who support it.
As much money as hunting may
bring into this State, the forest products industry and the farming industry
makes it pale in comparison. We at
Maine Bowhunters Association support these landowners and will not
support legislation that allows us
hunters to kill more deer while a finger of blame is pointed at them.
Many people have stopped
hunting in Maine, even though we
have steadily increased hunting opportunities. People have not stopped
hunting in Maine due to a lack of opportunities. They've stopped hunting
here due to a lack of deer.
There are 15 states that allow
crossbows during their archery only
season on deer without disability restrictions. None of them are
"northern tier" states. All of them
have the exact opposite management
objective when compared to Maine.
Maine's primary management objective is to reduce doe harvest in order
to build or maintain the herd. The 15
states that allow crossbows during
archery only season on deer have the
objective of harvesting large numbers
of does to keep populations in check.

Below is a list of the
overall annual deer harvest in
these states for 2011. Some
states have seasons into January, so that data is included.
Keep in mind while going over
these that Maine harvested
18,839 deer in 2011
New Jersey
50,109
(note: 1/4th the size of Maine)
Wyoming

86,732

Oklahoma

112,863

Indiana

129,018

Louisiana

133,000

Tennessee

161,998

North Carolina

173,553

Arkansas

192,512

Ohio

219,698

South Carolina

226,458

Virginia
231,45
(note: nearly the same size as
Maine)
Georgia

317,776

Pennsylvania 336,200
Alabama
about 350,000
allows 218 does/109 day
season. 2/day
Texas

381,326

The average deer kill for
the above states was 206,846.
Maine's 2011 deer harvest was
18,839.
Crossbows during archery season are for states with
high deer populations and the
objective of killing high numbers of does, not for a state like
Maine.

Animal Rights Extremists
on my Facebook
by
John Hunt
It’s amazing what this hyper-connectivity environment of
social networking can subject you
to. I have a “Facebook” account.
I rarely post, but will on occasion
when I think there is something
significant to write about. I see
some “oversharers” posting many
times a day with comments as
simple and unimportant as “I’m
tired.” In my network of Facebook friends, I know people who
are far right extremists to those on
the far left. I seem to post or reply to posts that mostly deal with
hunting.
I know someone on Facebook who is an animal rights extremist. He has a string of followers who chime in with all of
his anti-hunting posts. They are
especially concerned about
wolves and other predatory animals and hate hunting of all
kinds, especially hunting of
predators. It seems strange to me
that they also have an affinity for
the Native American culture, and
post many photos of American
Indians in Facebook. Well, I
haven’t kept my opinion a secret
to them.
The animal rights extremists like to post “cuddly” photos
of animals together, while posting
gruesome photos of animals that
hunters have killed. Some of
them even ask if anyone knows
the names and locations of hunters posing with the animals, and
make hateful threatening statements. An example: “I’m opposed to violence, but when it

comes to hunters, I guess I might be
a little foolish to tango with these
individuals, as some are likely ecoterrorists, but I’ve never let my 1st.
amendment right be infringed upon,
so I go right at them, letting them
know that not only am I a Native
American, but that I also have a degree in Environmental Science, and
that I find their positions offensive
to me on many levels. I’ve made
responses about wildlife population
excesses leading to diseases such as
Lyme disease and chronic wasting
disease, problems with forest regeneration, extirpation of local plant
species, and highway fatalities in
wildlife/car collisions. (They seem
to revere animal life more than they
do human life, so it probably doesn’t bother them that humans are
killed/and or become sick by animals.)
Lately they’ve really been
on a rant about the killing of wolves
in Montana and Idaho, posting photos of hunters with the wolves
they’ve killed. They also use questionable science sources to support
their position. Obviously none of
these extremists are sheep farmers
in Montana. I’ve been responding
to his posts with information to
educate, and probably infuriate, his
followers. Recently he put up a
post by the “WildEarth Gaurdians”
that was full of misinformation and
statistical bias. Here are some examples and my response to them.
“Wolves kill less than one percent
of livestock in the Northern Rockies.” I followed up with a newspaper article about one farmer who
lost more than 120 sheep in one incident. Most were killed for the
apparent “fun of it”, and left to
waste by the wolves. That farmer
may not have been included in the
statistics as he was just outside of

the Rockies. I also let them know
that I’ve witnessed the same kind
of behavior in coyotes here in
Maine. When the snow is deep
and the killing is easy they will
take a deer down, tear its stomach
open while alive and eat very little of it before leaving it to kill
another. (They like to think that
humans are the only animals that
enjoy killing. They don’t like it
when I give examples like this, or
even how a cat tortures a mouse.)
The article stated that wolf
quotas set by game biologists are
too high to sustain the wolf population. Recent studies actually
show that the wolf numbers are
increasing at a rate of about 15%
a year even with the new wolf
quotas.
The article stated that
there are an estimated 1271
wolves in the states of Montana
and Idaho, and that 62,000 tags
were sold. They didn’t mention
that Montana’s wolf quota is only
220 animals, and that hunting will
be stopped when and if that quota
is met.
I feel bad for the biologist
who is managing the wolves out
there. She sets quotas that are
probably fairly close to what they
should be, and gets hammered by
the people who want no wolves
killed and those who want all of
the wolves killed.
I’ve noticed lately that
when I respond to one of this
guys posts in an effort to educate
his followers, he quickly removes
the post so others can’t see what
I’ve written. He hasn’t removed
me, but he certainly has censured
my opposing view.

Lady’s View
By Tina Richard

Hunting From a Treestand
“ ...Whenever I am in a treestand I always
wear full-body, safety harness…”
I hunt from a treestand for bear, deer and Fall turkey because as a bowhunter I’m successful using this
method. Treestands make a hunter’s scent harder to detect
and with camo clothing it can break up the hunter’s human
shape.
Whenever I am in a treestand I always wear a fullbody, safety harness and use a haul line to raise and lower
my bow. I always inspect my treestand every time I ascend
and descend for damage or deterioration. Sabotage by others

has occurred, bowhunters should check straps, cables, and
bolts/nuts before stepping on the stand.
When Spring gets here I practice shooting from a
treestand we have in our yard. There are three types of
treestands that you can use for hunting and they are fixed
hang-on, fixed ladder and self-climbing. My favorite stand
is a fixed hang-on which is very comfortable and is like a
chair with arm rests, the arm rests help me stand up quietly when a big game animal comes along. If you plan on
hunting from a self-climber practice several times before
the hunting season begins. Always tie the top section to
the bottom section with a short rope.
Never leave the ground without having your safety
harness on and keep a knife in your pocket. I suggest you
keep a cell phone on your person in case of a fall. While
entering your treestand always position yourself so that
you step down cautiously onto the stand’s platform. Place
climbing stick device 90 degrees from stand platform, not

“ ...I always inspect my treestand every
time I ascend and descend for damage or
deterioration.”
behind the tree. Do not haul up gear or take off day pack
until you have attached your safety harness to the tree
properly. It’s too easy to forget later. Many people have a
habit of falling asleep in their treestands which can lead to
disaster.
Try to anticipate your requirements for comfort
when hunting from a treestand such as a bow holder,
where will arrow quiver be held, or what will hold your
fanny pack/day pack. If you are hunting on someone else’s
land, ask if you can have a treestand don’t let them find
out later. When hunting on someone else’s land with a
treestand it is a law that you have it labeled with your
name and address, a (2”X 4” label).
I enjoy hunting from a treestand and if I don’t get
a big game animal the sites you see out in the woods are
phenomenal. I have seen a hawk land in a tree next to me
and stretch out it’s talents for a few minutes and then fly
away. I’ve seen different kind of birds that I don’t generally see at my home and just the peace and quiet away
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life is heaven in my
eyes. If you have never tried hunting from a treestand, try
it you may like it and you will see how successful you can
be.

T O ALL OUR A RMED F ORCES

THANK YOU!
F ROM EVERYONE AT THE

M AINE B OWHUNTERS

ASSOCIATION

The Maine Bowhunters Association thanks all men and
woman that have served in our Armed Forces. We thank the
Soldiers who are serving in the War on Terrorism who selflessly risk their lives each day to make the world a safer place.

