
   I don’t know about you, but 
I’m ready for spring and with 
spring comes turkey season! 
Yes, I know it is still a couple of 
months away. I guess a guy is 
allowed to dream, right. After 
living in Maine almost 21 years, 
you’d think I would have 
bought a snowmobile! The 
‘friendly’ people in Rumford 
taught me how to downhill ski 
when I first moved to Maine. I 
think they were looking for 
some entertainment because 
that ended up a few years later 
with separated ribs and 6 weeks 
of pain and recovery! I think I 
will stick with hunting from a 
treestand. 

   I assume everyone had a good 
hunting season for the most 
part. Remember, it is not al-
ways about harvesting a big 
game animal, but about enjoy-
ing the great outdoors. I have 
received well over 50 stat 
sheets for the 2008 hunting 
season. There were a lot of 
deer and turkeys taken with a 
bow, but only 2 bears. I know 
from a lot of my buddies, who 
guide bear hunters, it was a 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

tough year competing with the 
natural food.  

 

2009 MBA Banquet 

   Please mark your calendar for 
Saturday, April 25, 2009 for 
the Annual MBA Banquet at the 
Calumet Club in Augusta. I 
know the economy is looking 
tough, but I want to encourage 
everyone to look at this ban-
quet as an opportunity to come 
together and fellowship. I don’t 
want people being scared off 
about expectations of blowing a 
lot of money like some big 
fundraisers. We will still have 
raffles, games, and a photo 
contest, but I encourage every-
one to come out and enjoy the 
annual banquet. So please come 
join us, if for nothing else, for a 
great meal and great fellowship! 
We need to celebrate our per-
sonal accomplishments and the 
past years worth of MBA ac-
complishments. I need to hear 
from you folks too and meet 
you face to face to know how 
the MBA can support the bow-
hunters and archery shops bet-
ter also. If you need tickets, 
please call me at 426-2082 or 
238-7838 and I can mail them 
out to you. 

 

L.L. Bean & the MBA 

   L.L. Bean did a promo for the 
month of December called 

“Membership in a Bottle” for a 
lot of different hunting organi-
zations in the state of Maine. 
The great news is that L.L. 
Bean sold 59 new MBA mem-
berships! According to Janet 
Wyper, Community Relations 
Manager for L.L. Bean, the 
MBA memberships were the 
largest seller of all the other 
organizations. I know I speak 
for the rest of the MBA, we are 
very proud to have the support 
of L.L. Bean. It’s a Maine com-
pany that takes care of Maine 
sportsmen. They share a lot of 
the same values as the MBA 
about getting the youth in-
volved in the outdoors.  

 

Cash for Christmas Raffle 

   I know a lot of people are 
wondering who won the “Cash 
for Christmas” raffle. Well the 
lucky winner was Shawn Bou-
chard of East Millinocket and 
the lucky MBA ticket seller was 
Brian Johnston, Lifetime MBA 
Member, from Stacyville. I 
want to thank Jim Spraggins 
and Bob Walker of Moosehead 
Trail Trading Post for letting 
the MBA doing the drawing at 
their archery shop. They both 
were very helping in selling 
many of the tickets at the shop. 
The MBA made over $650 
profit from this raffle and I 
really appreciate the effort that 
was shown by everyone to 

(Continued on page 2) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MBA Banquet - April 25, 
2009 - Calumet Club, Augusta 

MBA Election of Offi-
cers - May 3, 2009 - Augusta 
City Center 

MBA BLIP Course - June 
7, 2009 at 8:00am—Old 
Town Archery Center 
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Bowstring Guide Service 
248 Berrys Mill Road 
West Bath, ME 04530 
(207)443-2706 
 
Central Maine Archery, LLC, 
PO Box 1297              
Auburn, ME 04211-1297 
(207)345-9503 
http://www.centralmainearchery.com 

D&G Archery 
1412 Tatnic Road 
Wells, ME 04090 
(207)676-9954 
 
The Old Town Archery Shop, 300 
Main St. Old Town, ME 04468   
(207)827-9489 
 http://www.oldtownarcheryshop.com 
 
 

Seven Islands Land Company 
PO Box 1168 
Bangor, ME 04402 
  
Wicked Whitetail Taxidermy 
191 Plymouth Road 
Etna, ME 04434 
(207)269-4731 

MBA affiliates 

PLEASE 
SUPPORT 

THE  
AFFILIATES 

THAT 
SUPPORT 

YOUR MBA! 

   I am sure that many people are 
interested in the results of the 
Marsh Island BLIP hunt that 
occurred in Old Town during 
the first two weeks of Decem-
ber. Despite all the media re-
ports and rumors, the deer re-
duction was a big success. This 
past years hunt was a pilot pro-
gram to see if the MBA BLIP 
members could successfully re-
duce the deer in a safe and non-
confrontational method, and the 
team of bowhunters did an out-
standing job!  

   For the record, there were 
only 16 MBA BLIP bowhunters 
involved in the 2 week effort and 
there were 9 deer, shall we say, 
“removed” from God’s green 
earth. Some may say that seems 
like a low number, but 8 of those 
deer were harvested on a 150 
acres in one week. Believe me 

make this raffle successful. I 
would also like to give a special 
“Thank You” to Milt Kirk of 
Hampden who came out of no-
where and volunteered. Milt 
sold 70 raffle tickets on his own 
in a very short time! The MBA 
has been very fortunate to have a 
lot of people helping to make 
raffles like this successful. We 
have a great track record in the 
MBA of not losing money on any 
raffles including last years 2008 
Harley-Davidson 883c motorcy-
cle raffle, where the MBA 
bought a new 2008 “hog” and 
after all expenses, the raffle 
cleared over $5,000! 

 

Marsh Island BLIP Results 

(Continued from page 1) 

there were more deer that could 
have been taken, but we had 
strict guidelines that everyone 
agreed upon beforehand between 
the city of Old town, IF&W, and 
the MBA including the number 
of bucks and does that could be 
harvested by the team of bow-
hunters. 

   Please see the letter inside this 
newsletter from Mark Caron, 
IF&W Regional Wildlife Biolo-
gist that coordinated this special 
deer reduction program. With-
out Mark’s help we would not 
have had the opportunity. It took 
a lot of hard work on Mark’s 
part and I’m sure it was really 
frustrating at times, but when it 
came time for the pilot program 
to start, it was a really great 
team effort. Many of you that 
have been around the BLIP pro-
gram know that there are a lot of 
rules and guidelines, but in the 
end the results are worth it to be 
considered for a team that works 
well together and gets “thank 
you” for a job well done.  

   The BLIP program has been a 
great asset to the taxpayers of 
Maine because we provide a 
service free to the towns. White 
Buffalo, Inc. of New York does 
the same type of work as the 
MBA, but as a private contractor 
they can charge towns several 
hundred dollars per deer when 
our program will do it for noth-
ing.  

   Please be aware that the next 
MBA BLIP Course will be on 
Sunday, June 7, 2009 at 
8:00am at Old Town Archery 
Center. Remember that this 
program is open to anyone, but 
the individual must meet the 
minimum requirements (please 
see the MBA web page) before 
they take the course. Bob Wen-
grzynek, MBA Lifetime Member 
and owner of Old Town Archery 
Center has been very supportive 
of the MBA and has agreed to let 
us do this class again at his shop. 
This will more than likely be the 
only class for 2009, so please call 
ahead to register for the course 
by calling me at 426-2082. I 
need to know in advance how 
many people will be attending so 
we get enough materials for 
everyone. 

 

2009 Sportsman’s Shows 

   By the time you receive this 
newsletter the sportsman’s 
shows will just beginning. It 
might be a good time to escape 
the house and enjoy some of the 
activities. The MBA was ex-
tremely active last year at the 
Orono, Augusta, and Presque 
Isle sportsman’s shows with the 
NASP/Youth Archery Event. I 
believe it has helped attendance 
for each of the shows by giving 
the kids something to do plus it 
has been a tremendous boost to 
the MBA’s public relations. I 

(Continued on page 3) 

Jim and Bob drawing the luck winner. 
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                                                                                                                                         Wildlife Division  

                                                                                                                                          73 Cobb Road 

                                                                                                                                          Enfield, ME 04493 

 

December 26, 2008 

 

To The Marsh Island BLIP Archers: 

 

Before too much more time slips by, I wanted to thank you all for an outstanding effort over the two-
week Marsh Island deer reduction effort.  As I stated from the beginning, the focus was centered on put-
ting together a well organized, efficiently run, and safe effort.  We clearly accomplished that largely due 
to the high ethical standards, workman-like effort, and professionalism that you all conducted yourselves 
within.  I am not at all concerned with the comments and/or criticism (media or otherwise) regarding the 
number of animals harvested.  Given the conditions, season timing, and the other factors that came into 
play, I am quite happy with the outcome. 

 

In the coming weeks I will be sitting down with the MBA leadership and we will review the effort, discuss 
any proposed changes, and pull together a draft protocol for next year’s effort.  We will then take this to 
both the Orono and Old Town Council’s for discussion.  Based on  initial input from the Councils, we 
will hopefully move forward with the public comment period from island residents, and including 
MDIFW’s Rule-Making procedure.  In short, it is my hope to expand on the area available to conduct the 
effort in, and to broaden the season framework.  You have all shown that the BLIP Program can work, we 
just need the flexibility to administer the effort. 

 

Thank you all again for your hard work.  I greatly appreciate it and look forward to working with the 
MBA and BLIP in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark A. Caron 
Mark A. Caron 

Regional Wildlife Biologist 

Phone: 207-732-4132 

Fax: 207-732-4405 

E-Mail: mark.caron@maine.gov 

 

want people to look at the Maine 
Bowhunters Association as a 
positive influence on bowhunting 
in Maine and an active partner in 
creating opportunities for the 
youth of Maine. The dates for 
the 2009 Sportsman’s Shows are: 

·March 13 thru 15, 2009 – 71st 
Annual Eastern Maine Sports-
man’s Show at the University of 
Maine in Orono. 

·March 20 thru 22, 2009 – 5th 
Annual Pine tree State Sports-
man’s Show in Wilton (the MBA 
will not be attending). 

·March 28 & 29, 2009 – 11th 
Annual Presque isle Fish & Game 
Club Sportsman’s Show at the 
University of Maine at Presque 
Isle. 

·April 3 thru 5, 2009 – 29th An-
nual State of Maine Sportsman’s 
Show at the Augusta Civic Cen-
ter. 

   I really want to encourage you 
to help us at the Orono, Au-
gusta, and Presque Isle shows if 
you are available. I personally 
need your help and it is really 
rewarding to be a part of a suc-
cess of the MBA. Please call me 
and come out to help in 2009. 

Election of Officers 

On Sunday, May 3rd at 
9:00am at the Augusta City 
Center the MBA will be having 
the “Election of Officers”. It’s 
your chance to let us know what 
you think or “throw the bums 
out” type of meeting. If you guys 
want me to stay on or “give me 
the boot”, please attend and help 
us set the direction for the MBA. 
We want the MBA to be driven 
with a team effort and not by a 
small core group of officers. It is 
a chance for people to ask ques-
tions about the accomplishments 
of the past year and help set goals 
for the year to come. 

(Continued from page 2) 

 GOVERNOR 

John E. Baldacci 
COMMISSIONER 

Roland D. Martin 
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By Deanna Page 

Video Taping Hunts 

see that so much, I bought her 
a bow for Christmas! It’s an 
older bow, but it will get her 
started. Maybe someday I can 
film her shooting her first 
deer with a bow. 

   This past summer I invested 
in some video editing soft-
ware that should be just what 
I need to edit hunting footage 
and make a video worth 
watching. I know there are 
many people out there that 
have video cameras these 
days. It seems camcorders 
have finally come within the 
price range of us working 
folks. It is difficult each year 
to get enough footage, espe-
cially the harvest footage, in 
order to make a video with 
more than a few harvests. 

   The ideal hunting video 
would be footage collected by 
different people from across 
the state. What I’m hoping to 
do is gather a bunch of foot-
age from many people from 
different walks of life. Maybe 
you or someone you know 
likes to videotape hunts, but 

(Continued on page 5) 

2009 MBA Banquet 

Plenty of fun, food, raffles, and vendors! 

Date: Saturday, April 25, 2009 

Time: 5:00pm Social, 6:30 Dinner 

Place: Calumet Club 

  334 West River Rd 

  Augusta. ME 

Cost: $25 Individual, $45 Couple 

♦ His and Her Door Prizes: Free with the purchase of 
your banquet ticket. 

♦ Early Bird Drawing: Purchase your banquet ticket 
on or before April 17 to be entered! 

♦ 50/50 Raffle 

♦ Chinese Raffle 

♦ Card Game Raffle 

♦ Photo Contest (no cost to enter): Members and 
non-members bring your favorite photos for dis-
play in the following categories: 

⇒ Outdoor Fun or Wildlife (live animals) Photo 

⇒ Harvest Photo 

⇒ Trail Camera Photo 

 

To donate auction items or to obtain banquet 
tickets please contact Jerome Richard at 426-
2082 

Proceeds to benefit MBA efforts to educate/connect 
youth with the outdoors and the sport of archery, 

and legislative efforts which benefit all outdoor enthusi-
asts. 

 

For Directions Please Go To: www.calumetclub.com 

   Have you ever videotaped 
one of your hunts? I have, and 
it’s great to be able to re-live 
that moment and also share it 
with family and friends.  I 
have film footage from hunts 
that family and friends have 
had on anything from turkeys 
to moose. Except of course 
my friend Mike’s first turkey 
kill, I forgot to make sure I 
was recording! I saw some 
great footage through that 
viewfinder; too bad I didn’t 
record it to share with every-
one! (Sorry, Mike) Anyway, 
there have been many memo-
rable hunts recorded for pos-
terity. 

   My first bow kill was re-
corded by my sister-in-law 
Shari. We had a great time 
and I am so glad she was able 
to do that for me. This past 
year I video- taped my sister-
in-law Teresa shoot her first 
bear. Although she shot him 
with her rifle, I’m hoping 
someday she’ll be able to har-
vest an animal with archery 
equipment. In fact, I’d like to 

Still photo from video footage, you can see the lumenok right before the 
arrow hits. 
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tion is used to set harvest 
goals, and subsequently regu-
lations such as seasons, bag 
limits, any deer tickets, etc.  
As long as you are hunting 
within the laws, and are mak-
ing an ethical decision when 
you take a shot with your 
firearm or bow, you are play-
ing a key role in maintaining a 
healthy environment for the 
plant and animal species in 
your area, including the hu-
man animal.  I will also argue, 
that if you are violating the 
laws, and taking unethical 
shots, you are harmful to both 
the environment and hunting. 

Now, before we get all 
righteous and “full of our-
selves,” let’s bring and main-
tain some honesty in our dis-
cussion.  I hunt and kill ani-
mals because I enjoy it.  No, 
that’s not honest enough.  I 
love it!  The joy I get from 
the challenges of studying 
deer behavior, scouting and 
determining stand placement, 
and the mixed emotions of 
excitement and sadness I feel 
when successfully harvesting 
an animal is something that 
cannot be described, only 
experienced.  Because I love 
the sport of hunting 
(especially bow hunting) so 
much, I do my best to engage 
in this activity with a serious 
and responsible attitude, and 
encourage others to do the 
same.  Being an environmen-
talist hunter is one way we 
can do this.  When I discuss 
hunting with others, whether 
they be hunters, non-hunters, 
or anti-hunters, I let them 
know that I am an environ-
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T h e  t e r m 
“environmentalist” evokes 
varying emotions and images 
in individuals.  Many hunters 
would be quite reluctant to 
call themselves environmen-
talists, due to the images of 
environmentalists as animal 
rights activists and other 
fringe groups.  Those fringe 
groups would probably be 
reluctant to call those of us 
who put great effort into kill-
ing animals environmentalists 
also.  However, we must 
separate environmentalists 
from “environmental extrem-
ists.”  An environmentalist is 
simply someone who cares 
about the environment and 
takes actions that improve our 
natural environment, or mini-
mizes our impact upon the 
environment.  I, therefore, 
proudly call myself an envi-
ronmentalist, and consider 
the hunting I do, an environ-
mental activity.  Conversely, I 
would argue that the extrem-
i s t s  a r e  n o n -
environmentalists, as they do 
not base their view and action 
on sound environmental sci-
ence. 

Hunting in and of itself is an 
environmentally sound activ-
ity.  We, as hunters, help 
keep wildlife populations in 
balance with their ecosys-
tems.  We are assisted in this 
activity by professional biolo-
gists, who do their best to 
keep their thumbs on the 
pulse of things such as carry 
capacities and wildlife popula-
tion densities.  This informa-

MOVING? 
Don’t forget to notify us if 
your address changes.  We 
get mail back from too 
many of our members’ 
former addresses with a “no 
forwarding address” stamp 
on it.  We have lost a few 
life members this year 
because they haven’t 
notified us of the change. 

   BLIP members please 
check your information in 
the BLIP listing on our 
website. Updates to spelling 
errors, addresses, phone 
numbers and e-mail 
addresses should to be sent 
to Director at large Jeff 
Hopkins.  

mentalist first, and hunter 
second. 

In the future, I plan on 
writing articles that deal with 
some specifics of environ-
mentalism and how it relates 
to hunting, including specific 
things you can do as a hunter 
to maximize the positive envi-
ronmental impact of your 
hunting activity, while at the 
same time maximizing your 
success and enjoyment of the 
sport.  Some of the articles 
may include issues such as 
BLIP hunts, Lyme disease, 
food plots and woodlot habi-
tat improvement, deer feed-
ing, problems of wildlife 
overpopulation, social vs. 
biological carrying capacity, 
etc.  Hunting ethics will be 
weaved into all of these arti-
cles.  I hope you’ll enjoy 
them, and feel free to com-
ment. 

One last note:  If you cringe 
a little too much at the idea of 
calling yourself an environ-
mentalist, try the term ecolo-
gist.  I won’t shy away from 
using either one, just like the 
use of kill and harvest.  Let’s 
be honest.  When we harvest 
a deer, we kill it. 

The Environmentalist Hunter 

By John H. Hunt Jr. 

B.S. Environmental Science 
is in the same boat as myself, 
you just can't get enough 
footage together for a hunting 
video. I would love to hear 
from anyone who also has an 
interest in filming hunts. I 
don’t know about the rest of 
you, but I love hunting, espe-
cially bow hunting, and want 
to absorb as much as I can. If 
you can’t be hunting, why not 
watch a video? If watching a 
video doesn’t satisfy you, why 
not make your own! If you 
have footage or are interested 
in filming hunts, I’d love to 
hear from you. Please email 
m e  a t 
dlpage@midmaine.com .  
And Happy Videotaping!     

(Continued from page 4) 



instructors. Jerome calls me 
the cheerleader for the 
women and kids; it’s not just 
a guy thing any more. I am 
thrilled when I see a woman 
or child come through our 
class that we teach and I am 
ecstatic when I hear about 
their first bow harvest!!! 
What has been achieved: pro-
tection against anti-hunting 
movements in your commu-
nity (one great example is the 
bear referendum), having 
banquets for our successful 
accomplishments, working 
directly with landowners, 
having education like bow-
hunter safety class to better 
sportsmen(women), and 
bowhunters, having represen-
tation at three major sports-
man’s shows, working with 
DIF&W, and work with the 
pro shops to give them busi-
ness as well as make a bow-
hunter successful. 

   One new accomplishment 
that has been a success in the 
past two years for introducing 
new people to archery and 
bowhunting is the NASP pro-
gram which Jerome and I 
jumped on board with both 
feet. I believe in the program 
and I know that we need to 
reach the kids which are our 
next generation that will need 
to save our hunting opportu-
nities. In the past two years, 
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MBA Online 
Don’t Forget to check out our website for all the latest news.  To enter our Members Only 
section use the following: 

Username:  maillist 

Password:  mbaonline  

   I originally intended to add 
this to my Tech Talk column 
but it deserves its own space.  
Recently I was “inside” the 
workings of the BLIP hunt in 
Old Town. Being at the 
OTAC everyday meant we 
often had visitors from every 
facet of the hunt. Biologists, 
Game Wardens, hunt admin-
istrators, hunters, neighbors, 
our own Range Manager, 
even a hunter upset because 
they were hunting in his 
“backyard” but he couldn’t. 
Bob and John were incredibly 
generous with their support 
of this endeavor and the star 
of the show was greater than 
all of the others. This guy is a 
great administrator, hunter, 
tracker, and representative of 
not only MBA but hunters 
everywhere. This guy was 
like an iron fist inside a velvet 
glove, and that was a great 
thing. This hunt was full of 
action and drama from pre-
hunt through to the cleanup. 
Not once did he let personal 
feelings or emotions get in the 
way of executing his duty in a 
measured even way, only 
displayed by men of long ex-
perience and great character. 
Jerome Richard impressed 
me. He’s a keeper gang. 

   I became an MBA mem-
ber in 2000 after I married 
Jerome, he had been a 
member for awhile and he 
got me into bowhunting 
which I love!!! In fact he 
bought me a bow for my 
wedding gift, what a true 
romantic!!! Before I met 
Jerome, I did not hunt, 
canoe, fish, or do much in 
the outdoors, but he 
changed all that after we 
got married! I was not an 
active member and I did 
not know what the organi-
zation was all about, until I 
got real active when Jerome 
became a County Repre-
sentative several years ago. 
Two years ago, I took over 
the treasurer position and 
have been helping Jerome 
with the MBA. I believe in 
this organization very much 
and know that there have 
been some great folks that 
have made it for what it is 
today.  

   We have some great op-
portunities such as the ex-
panded archery zone, fall 
turkey hunting, a thirty day 
archery season, a BLIP pro-
gram, and mandated educa-
tion for first time bow-
hunters, which Jerome and 
I are both volunteer safety 

By Chas LaVersa 

Leadership 

By Tina Richard 

What the MBA Means To Me 

we have put on thirty-three 
NASP events which have been 
a great success and a lot of 
fun. 

   Being an MBA member has 
a lot of benefits by getting 
involved. The MBA is an all 
volunteer organization, so my 
input and involvement is es-
sential, if we are to grow and 
improve. Three things I try to 
do is get my bowhunting 
friends to join the organiza-
tion, keep the organization 
informed as to my bowhunt-
ing concerns, information, 
opinions, and/or questions, 
and volunteer my talents and 
services. There are needs for 
people on committees for 
membership, advertising, 
legislature, bowhunter educa-
tion, affiliations, banquets, 
benefits, public relations, and 
newsletter. I am proud to be 
a member of such a great or-
ganization, I know as an offi-
cer we have a great core 
group that give more than one 
hundred percent and I say lets 
continue to carry the torch!!! 



   As many of you know, the 
MBA and NWTF have been 
working together for many 
years. Many of our members 
are members of both organi-
zations. In the past we have 
held raffles together, funded 
and utilized the same legisla-
tor, and attended each others 
events (such as the globster-
fest this past summer). Now 
some of our members and 
reps are taking it one step 
further. 

   Last year, Mac Dudley
(Franklin County Rep) had 
been in touch with IF&W 
Biologists about turkey re-
locations. They were going to 
be re-locating turkeys in Ox-
ford County and releasing 
them in Wilsons Mills. She 
was not able to attend the day 
of the release, but I had the 
pleasure of assisting the biolo-
gists with the release. This 
was an exciting venture that I 
had never expected to be able 
to attend. 

   This year Mac and I were 
invited along to help with the 
capture of the turkeys to be 
relocated from Franklin 
County up to Washington 
County. I was looking for-
ward to this until I heard the 
weather forecast for the date 
set for capture. The night 
before was to be down to 30 
below and the daytime highs 
were only to be 0 into the 
single numbers. Considering 
that we had to be on location 
prior to daylight and sit until 
the turkeys decided that they 
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would like to eat, this could 
turn into a very long, cold 
venture.  As it turned out, 
due to inclement weather, 
this was not a safe day for 
capture, transport, or release 
of the birds. Lucky for us it 
was postponed until the fol-
lowing week.  

   The following week, turned 
out to be a much nicer day 
than was originally planned, it 
was sunny with a high of  
30.We were on site approxi-
mately 6AM, checked out the 
set up, the biologists gave us a 
quick run down of what usu-
ally takes place, and then it 
was just a matter of time. 
There isn’t any hurrying the 
turkeys to come off their 
roost or getting them to come 
to the bait pile, and there 
certainly isn’t any guarantee 
that the turkeys will even 
cooperate and come into the 
bait pile on the day that you 
are waiting for them. 

   About eight o’clock, it 
started to look promising, 
you could see turkeys stretch-
ing their wings and going 
from branch to branch 
amongst the trees. We started 
thinking; this is going to be a 
quick day of capturing tur-
keys.  Mac and I started 
guessing what time the birds 
would be on the bait pile as 
soon as we started seeing 
birds on the ground. Neither 
one of us were close on our 
guess as to the time that they 
would arrive. It looked good, 
two turkeys were on their 
way to the pile, then some-
thing spooked them and that 
was the end of that. They 

went for the corn silage that 
was in the ground silo instead 
of the bait silage pile. For the 
next six hours it was sit, 
watch, wait, and keep hoping 
that they were coming out of 
the woods line to eat soon. 
About two in the afternoon, 
they started working their 
way out of the woods and up 
the field.  When they did this 
they were scattered all over 
the field. There were 30 or so 
turkeys wandering all over.  

   It was time for the biolo-
gists to shoot off the net and 
get the most birds that they 
could on the bait pile at any 
one time. This time it hap-
pened that there were 12 
birds on the pile, 10 of which 
were captured under the net.  
Now was the time for work. I 
never realized how strong a 
turkey was, until you try to 
hold one and untangle its feet 
and wings from a net without 
losing it out from under the 
net. Chuck and Bob, wildlife 
regional biologists, showed us 
how to hold and handle the 
turkeys, then we untangled 

the turkeys, while the biolo-
gists took down information 
regarding age and sex of the 
birds. 

   Once the turkeys were all 
boxed, loaded and strapped in 
for their ride to eastern 
Maine, Mac and I left to re-
turn home. The birds were 
then transported to Augusta, 
where they were picked up by 
Washington County Rep for 
the MBA, Brian Smith, who is 
also the President for the 
Maine Chapter of the NWTF. 
He then transported them up 
to Washington County and 
released them. I know they 
have been back to visit the 
release site at least once since 
they were let out. All appear 
to be healthy and doing well. 

   Due to budget constraints, 
having volunteers from the 
MBA, NWTF, and other or-
ganizations in the state, will-
ing to assist in these projects, 
makes it more feasible for 
them to take place. Thanks to 
all who volunteer and get 
involved.   

MBA, NWTF, and IF&W COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 

By Lori Weaver 

Oxford County Rep 

Mac Dudley (under net) and Lori Weaver working with IF&W Biologists. 



Penobscot 
Dan Long 
13 Beech Ridge Drive 
Hermon, ME 04401 
(207)991-0810 
dan.long01@gmail.com 
Piscataquis 
Deanna Page 
184 Cambridge Road 
Dexter, ME 04930 
(207)924-3400 
dlpage@midmaine.com 
Sagadahoc 
Bryan R. Champagne 
1185 Maine Rd 
Phippsburg, ME 04562 
(207)389-2120 
btbc@suscom.maine.net 
Somerset 
Bob Walker 
rawalk@acadia.net 
Waldo  
Lee Smith 
Brooks, ME 04921 
leesmith@hughes.net 
Washington  
Brian Smith 
P.O. Box 444 
East Machias, ME 04630 
(207) 255-4508 
bowhunter@mgemaine.com 
York 
Steven P Gray 
18 Elm Drive 
York, ME 03909 
(207)363-6863 
spgray853@verizon.net 
Knox and Lincoln  
Mark Peeler 
(207) 832-7225 
sparkyss@acadia.net 

Androscoggin  

Mike Moreau 
(207) 782-4777 
micamo@hotmail.com 
Aroostook 
Lou Provost 
(207)532-3569 
aloisprovost@msn.com 
Julie Johnston 
731-7070 
bjj@pwless.net 
Cumberland  
Robert Cotiaux 
91 Tufts Road 
New Gloucester, ME 04260 
(207) 926-5392 
dedbird@live.com 
Franklin  
Mac Dudley 
PO Box 407 
Oquossoc, ME 04964-0407 
(207)864-5919 
fletchdudley@core.com 
Hancock  
Dan Long  
13 Beech Ridge Drive 
Hermon, ME 04401 
(207)991-0810 
Dan.long@roadrunner.com 
Kennebec 
Jerome Richard 
995 Hinckley Road 
Clinton, ME 04927 
(207) 426-2082 
Jerome.Richard@sappi.com 
Oxford 
Lori Weaver 
14 Dam Rd 
Errol, NH 03579 
(207)486-3254 
bowwhuntt@yahoo.com 

MBA COUNTY REPS 
REMEMBER, THESE NAMES AND THE CONTACT INFORMATION 

IS LISTED FOR YOU. SEND YOUR COUNTY REP YOUR 
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS ABOUT ANYTHING BOWHUNTING 

RELATED. YOUR COUNTY REP IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RESPONDING TO YOU AND/OR BRINGING YOUR QUESTIONS/

ISSUES UP AT THE NEXT MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING. 
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   How many people realize, that 
it was during this time that the 
predecessor of the Bowhunter/
Landowner Information Program 
(BLIP) started with the Cape 
Elizabeth hunt? This was the first 
time that the MBA worked with 
IF&W and a town to eliminate 
problem deer with a controlled 
hunt. According to Herb there 
was a lot of media attention and 
anti-hunters watching to see if 
the MBA would be successful, or 
if they would fail. The good 
news is that it was an overall 
success with a lot of deer har-
vested and no reports of 
wounded deer or complaints. 
This first controlled hunt in-
cluded similar requirements as 
today’s BLIP hunt such as a pro-
ficiency test and equipment 
checks. 

   Herb had several articles pub-
lished in response to anti-hunters 
arguments in the Portland news-
paper. How many remember the 
crossbow bolt in the swan’s neck 
blamed on bowhunters or the 
anti-hunters blaming hunters for 
vehicle/deer collisions that Herb 
defended in the newspaper? Even 
I remember those, so my mind 
must still be sharp, right? 

   Herb still has one of his origi-
nal bows, which was a Fred Bear 
Grizzly compound he bought at 
Kittery Trading Post in the mid-
70’s. How many of you recall 
that one with the cams mounted 
off the limbs with a metal 
bracket. He says he would never 
try to pull back on that bow due 
to the age of the limbs, but he 
says it makes a great wall hanger 
that he would never part with!  

   The one thing that Herb is 
really enjoying since being a 
retired teacher, is his lifetime 
hunting and fish license! He said, 
since he heard of the proposed 
license increases, that his lifetime 
license was a good investment 
after all! 

MBA History Corner 

By Jerome Richard 

   Many of you may remember 
one of our MBA lifetime mem-
bers, Herb Dobbins who served 
as our president from 1988 to 
1991. Herb held many positions 
in the MBA before and after 
being our president. He was a 
volunteer bowhunter safety in-
structor and state chairman for 
bowhunter safety education for 
IF&W. 

   Herb spent a lot of time work-
ing with, then IF&W Commis-
sioner Bill Vail, to change and 
clarify bowhunting laws in the 
state of Maine. Many people 
probably did not realize that the 
original bowhunting laws for the 
October season only made it 
legal to hunt with a longbow and 
did not allow for recurves and 
compounds. Herb’s work with 
IF&W included the elimination 
of “blaze orange” for bowhunters 
during the November firearms 
season, a mandatory 30 day arch-
ery season prior to the firearms 
season, original definition of 
archery equipment as a hand-
held bow, and minimum broad-
head size. 

   Mr. Dobbins also had the 
pleasure of working with Paul 
Jacques, when Paul was the 
chairman for the Joint Standing 
Committee of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife. This committee has 
the power to “make or break” 
any proposed game laws includ-
ing those that affect the archery 
season. Today, we are fortunate 
to have Paul as our Deputy 
Commissioner of IF&W. 
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To be eligible for MBA big game awards you Must, complete 
this form, have paid membership 30 days prior to harvest, sub-
mit a certified weight slip (heart and liver included), submit 
photo of harvested animal and $5 if you wish to receive the 
patch to MBA, P.O Box 5026, Augusta, ME 04332 before 
January 31. 

The following categories are eligible for a certificate and a 
patch: 

        In state---- Buck, Doe, Bear, Moose and Turkey 

       Out of state----Buck, Doe, Bear, Moose and Turkey 

       Plus out of state -- Caribou and Pronghorn 

 Miscellaneous  categories receive a certificate only.  

Please Print 

Hunter Information 

Name:____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

City/State:_________________________________ 

Zip:__________                    Phone:______________ 

Age:______       Sex:_______Yrs Bowhunted:_______ 

Harvest Information: 

Date:__________________  Time:______________ 

At time of first shot the animal was: 

Laying     Standing     Walking     Running 

Animals position relative to the hunter: 

Qtr. Towards     Broadside     Qtr. Away     Heading Away 

Distance of First Shot:__________ 

Total of shots Taken:___________  Total Hits:_______ 

Position of Hits:______________________________ 

Penetration:_________________________________ 

Time Waited Before Tracking:____________________ 

Recovery Distance:____________________________ 

Time From First Hit To Recovery:_________________ 

Misc.infoHunting Information:  

Town/Country:_______________________________ 

State/Providence:_____________________________  

Method:     Stand     Blind     Still     Stalk 

Lure:      Bait     Decoy     Rattle     Call     None 

Cover Scent:     Fox     Skunk     Other     None 

Weather:____________________________________ 

Equipment Information: 

Type of Bow:     Long     Recurve     Compound 

Brand of 
Bow:______________________________________ 

Draw Weight:___________            Sights:  YES/NO 

Type of Arrow:     Wood     Aluminum     Glass     Carbon 

Arrow Length:_________        Overdraw:  YES/NO 

Fletching:      Feathers      Vanes 

If Stand Used, Type:    Ladder    Strap on    Climber    Sling     
Permanent 

Type of Camo Used:   Forest    Mossy Oak    Advantage    
Snow    Treebark    Fluorescent     
Other__________________ 

Turkey Scoring Formula: 

Weight________Beard________L.Spur______R.Spur__
____ 

Weight (in pounds)_____+2 x Beard Length_____+10 x 
Length of Each Spur______Total_______ 

Game Information: 

Animal 
Taken:______________________________________ 

Sex:______  Weight:________ 

Weight Verified:_____________________________ 

                               (signature of Witness) 

If Antlers Present, Total Points:________________ 

MBA BIG GAME STATISTICS SHEET 



How to submit articles And Ads 
The Maine Bowhunter welcomes submissions from all MBA members.  If you've got 
something you would like to share with the MBA membership, send it along.  We want 
to hear from you.  Stories, photos, hot topics, even gripes are welcome.  Try to keep 
stories to 500 words or less. Please note the following dates for submission of material.  
 
The Maine Bowhunter is inserted into the Maine Sportsman and sent to the committed 
members of the Maine Bowhunters Association every other month, six times per year.  
 
Ad rates are for camera-ready copy; some assistance in designing ads can also be pro-
vided at our discretion. Submissions by e-mail or on disk are preferred in either MS 
Word or Adobe .pdf format.    
 
Send material to: Lori Weaver editor@mainebowhunters.org 
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January December 1 

March February 1 

May April 1 

July June 1 

September August 1 

November October 1 

Newsletter Issue Submissions Due 

Ad Size Dimensions Single Issue 6 Issues Per 
Issue Price 

6 issue Price 
Paid in Ad-
vance 

Full Page 7 ½ X 9 $275 $200 $1200 

Half Page 7 ½ X 4 ½ $150 $120 $720 

Quarter Page 3 ¾ X 4 ½ $80 $75 $450 

Eighth Page 1 7/8   X 2 ¼ $60 $50 $300 

Lori Weaver/Paul St.John Editor 
Phone: 207-486-3254 

E-mail: editor@mainebowhunters.org 
 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
OF THE MAINE 
BOWHUNTERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Www.mainebowhunters.org 

New   Renewal      Date:  

Name:         Phone: 

 

Address:  

 

City:       State:    Zip:   

E-mail:  

Membership Type: Individual $25   Family $35                       Individual Life $350 

Individual  65+ with proof of age $20 Couple 65+ with proof of age  $30  

Club or Business Affiliation $95 Corporate Membership $250    Patron $250         V.I.P. $1000 

 

Mail to: Maine Bowhunters Association, PO Box 5026, Augusta, ME 04330 

 

MBA Membership Application 
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Social Director: 
Scott Abbott 
(207)947-4597 
social@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Donations 
Keith Dirago 
(207) 751-7942 
donations@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Statistics:  
John Wardwell 
(207) 445-2908 
statistics@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Education 
Bryan Champagne 
(207) 386-2120 
education@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Membership/Supplies/
Affiliations 
Paul St. John 
(207) 310-8303 
membership@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Webmaster  
Paul St. John 
(207) 310-8303 
webmaster@mainebowhunters.org 

President  
Jerome Richard 
(207) 426-2082 
president@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Vice President  
Pete LaMarre 
(207) 443-2706 
vicepresident@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Tina Richard 
(207)426-2082 
treasurer@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Secretary: 
Dan Long 
(207) 991-0810 
secretary@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
1st Director at Large  
Jeff Hopkins 
(207) 525-3240 
director1@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
 
2nd Director at Large 
Nate Fenderson 
(207)632-0823 
director2@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Legislative Representative 
Vacant 
legislative@mainebowhunters.org 

MBA DIRECTORS 

MARCH 2009 

MBA 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) Sponsors 

 
Sappi Fine Paper North America 
Stanley Elevator 
Knowles Industrial Services 
G&E Roofing 

though some have been 
known to fly away, arrow 
and all. A regular broadhead 
is typically used and is effec-
tive. This is not my favorite 
shot unless… 

 It happens to also break 
the wing butt! This could be 
my favorite shot because the 
arrow stops the bird from 
flying and proceeds through 
the engine room as well on 
broadside birds. The bird 
has no choice but to sit close 
by while it expires. You are 
much less likely to lose a 
bird when he can’t fly away 
and crawl into the brush. 
Any good broadhead works 
for this but you MUST hit 
that wing bone!  That re-
quires precision shooting at 
sometimes less then easy 
opportunities. It is not al-
ways the easiest shot to 
make and when you miss 
the wing bone you may not 
be in any better shape than a 
plain old breast shot. It 
works but you must be a 
shooter! 

Next, is the legs!  That is 
right, a lot of guys reason 
that if the bird cannot run 
he cannot fly. This is true!  
The turkey must run to 
become airborne, unless 
there is a good drop off real 
handy. A well placed arrow 
through the thighs can crip-
ple the bird and cause 
deadly damage. There are 
major blood vessels and leg 
bones which make this a 
reasonable choice. Again 
any good broadhead will 
work. 

(Continued on page 12) 

 I am tired of cold and 
snow, which makes the 
thoughts of turkey season all 
the more attractive!  Now is 
the time to formulate a win-
ning strategy for these wary 
birds. 

 Many people don’t un-
derstand the best shot place-
ment for turks so I will re-
view it, though I think eve-
rybody who is serious about 
bowhunting turkeys will 
learn a lot by spending some 
time on the Techno range 
with them. It teaches shot 
placement pretty well. We 
need to combine this 
knowledge with the right 
equipment, which I will 
recommend. I am not a fan 
of reduced draw weights for 
turkeys. A pass through 
isn’t a bad thing, and those 
overlapping feathers can be 
extremely tough to pene-
trate. Even the slightest bit 
off and your arrow can be 
deflected! 

The most used may be the 
breast shot. An arrow 
through the engine room 
will terminate that bird, 

Bow Tech Talk 

By Chas LaVersa 



To provide a State-wide organization within which people through individual   memberships, with a common interest in bow-
hunting, may recognize and have means of furthering their interests. 

The Maine Bowhunters Association shall recognize ALL vertical bows as acceptable under the definition of bows provided by the 
International Bowhunter Education Program, which reads: “one that is hand held, hand drawn, and released with nothing 
attached to the bow that will allow the bow to be mechanically held in a drawn or cocked position.”  The Maine Bowhunters 
Association shall not recognize the crossbow under this definition and shall oppose attempts to make the crossbow acceptable 
for use in bow hunting only seasons. 

To foster a spirit of sportsman-like fellowship among all bowhunters. 
To initiate or support selected activities and programs intended, or expected, to emphasize the responsibilities inherit in any 

proper use of the bow and arrow and to protect such continued use and possession on the part of citizens of good repute. 
To strive toward upgrading the sport of bowhunting through education, training, demonstration, dissemination of information, 

and related activities. 
To encourage by education, training, and demonstration, the support of appropriate legislation or other activities, a high level of 

sportsmanship and ethics in any use of the bow and arrow in activities related to the interests of the 
association. 

To educate archers to the fact that bowhunting is a sport of separate from and not to be confused with the 
sport of target/field archery. 

To further the purpose of this association by means of education, demonstration, or other appropriate ac-
tivities directed to the recognition and protection of the rights of others, insofar as they relate to prop-
erty rights, and enjoyment and use of property, and the enforcement of laws and regulations. 

 

The Maine Bowhunters Association is organized and shall be operated: 

 
 

Visit the 
 Old Town Archery Center  

and Pro Shop 
 
 
 

300 Main St.  Old Town, ME.  04468 
1-888-827-9489 

www.oldtownarcheryshop.com   
 
 

Your Archery Pro-Shop  
12  20 30 yard indoor shooting lanes 

3-D  Course and TECHNO-VIDEO HUNTING 
 
 

Call or Visit Today  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  Noon til 8:00 

PM, Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. Noon-5:00 (8:00 am-6:00pm 
on tournament days)    

That leaves us with only 
one other recognized choice, 
the head!  This is my favorite 
shot for several reasons. First, 
if you miss your mark you 
don’t hurt the bird at all!  He 
is either dead or lives to be 
fooled again, if you can! The 
other is that it is NOT as hard 
as one might think. A turk’s 
head and neck are so suscepti-
ble that even a good nick can 
finish him.  Also, the kill area 
on a broadside shot is about 
the size of a man’s fist includ-
ing about half his forearm as 
well. That should be a make-
able shot for any decent 
hunter within 15-20 yards.  I 
have taken a Tom’s head right 
off with a Bullhead and think 
that the Guillotine would 
work as well. The reservation 
with these heads is that you 
MUST practice with them 
and they are delicate! You 
must make a gentle target and 

(Continued from page 11) experiment. It will usually 
mean using a longer arrow so 
that you don’t take off your 
own digits at release. This 
arrow will be heavier and 
must have the spine matched 
to the bow as well. Unless 
you have the time, patience, 
and technical skills to achieve 
excellent arrow flight with 
these tools, guess what 
works!?!  Any good broad-
head! Remember to spin test 
them! I have used mechanicals 
on a Tom before as well and 
they work fine but stay with 
super sharp fixed blades if you 
don’t have a lot of energy in 
your arrow. 

As in most hunting, SHOT 
PLACEMENT rules! Practice 
until you can hit exactly 
where you want to on a vari-
ety of turkey targets and use a 
ground blind or tree stand to 
hide your movements. 
GOOD LUCK! 
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