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Maine Bowhunters Association’s New President
May 1, 2011 your MBA
met in Augusta for the annual business meeting and
election of officers. You
elected me to take on the
responsibilities of the President of the organization
effective June 1, 2011. I
want to take this opportunity to introduce myself to
those of you who may not
know me, and to outline
my goals for the organization and how I plan to
achieve them.

I must first thank and recognize Jerome Richard for
his dedication and accomplishments during his four
years serving as President
of this organization. From
his first day representing
the MBA Jerome clearly
communicated his vision
and demonstrated his commitment by being involved
in every aspect of the organization with tireless
dedication. His leadership
has proven to be a great
benefit to the MBA. I will
work to maintain and build
upon the efforts maintained
or initiated by Jerome and
others before him. My
pledge to continue and
build upon these efforts
requires a team-effort.
We have an extraordinary
opportunity to maintain
and expand our efforts
through an integrated team
approach where officer,
director, and representa-

tive positions are defined,
agreed to, and a system
developed to encourage
and hold those accountable.
The MBA will be only as
effective as those committed to driving it forward.
My challenge will be to
develop and maintain a system which assigns responsibility and demonstrates
value by creating a united
effort to align the State's
bowhunting sportsmen to
work towards a common
goal of preserving and promoting the sport of bowhunting in Maine. I believe
that to add strength to the
organization we must have
an agreed upon focus and
commitment to the following ideals which I hold as
the highest priority:
The MBA Shall Operate
to Protect Maine’s
Bowhunting Heritage;
to fight against all legal and
legislative attempts to take
away our freedom and
right; to participate in gov-

ernment meetings and advisory committee meetings
as needed to present a unified voice representative of
the membership to help
ensure government decisions affecting wildlife
management are made on
sound wildlife principals.
This goal will be shored up
by the development of a
Legislative Director position. The job description
for this position has just
been completed and accepted and the MBA business documents update
procedure is underway.
Jerome Richard has accepted the position and will
be accountable to work
together with two appointed staff personnel,
John Hunt and Mike
Moreau, to advise the officers and board of directors
of the MBA to develop policy positions for the MBA
for legislative affairs.
(Continued on page 3)

MBA affiliates
Audetts’s Ace Hardware
22 Peck Farm Road
Winthrop, ME 04364
(207)377-2711
Central Maine Archery, LLC,
PO Box 1297
Auburn, ME 04211-1297
(207)345-9503
http://www.centralmainearchery.com

LL Bean
95 Main Street
Freeport, ME 04032
(207)865-1082
http://www.llbean.com

The Old Town Archery Shop, 300
Main St. Old Town, ME 04468
(207)827-9489
http://
www.oldtownarcheryshop.com

P LEASE
SUPPORT
THE
AFFILIATES
THAT
SUPPORT
YOUR MBA!
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Develop Bowhunting
Opportunities
for
Bowhunters
Statewide; work to encourage
the establishment, expansion, and modification of
expanded archery areas in
the State; continue and
expand landowner relations
efforts.
The MBA will continue to
work with the State to
identify additional areas
where bowhunting could
be used to demonstrate an
effective solution to high
deer populations where
firearms are prohibited.
We will encourage landowners to see the value of
bowhunting as a safe, considerate, and responsible
activity in urban hunting
situations. We will continue to offer the State a
tool for reducing deer
populations that are above
biological, social, and/or
land use objectives and
where firearm use or regular /expanded archery is
not allowed.
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Training; support and
participate in first-time
bowhunter training, youth
education, and work to
build and maintain relationships with other sportsman’s groups, archery
shops across the State,
landowners, and to increase membership. Your
MBA will also continue to
educate the bowhunting
community on the importance and responsibility of
making ethical decisions
during the critical moments
of the hunt.

Education goals shall be
supported by encouraging
additional MBA representatives to become bowhunter
instructors; promoting the
MBA mission through officer and director newsletter
submissions to the webbased newsletter The
Maine Bowhunter; supporting and training additional youth archery instructors which help to
introduce young people to
the sport through schools
and summer programs/
camps. With our encouraging youth to become interested in the sport of archThe MBA Shall Pro- ery we help to ensure that
mote
Bowhunting bowhunting will continue
through Education and to be of interest and will be

supported by future generations. Supporting our
local archery shops in the
State will also work to promote bowhunting and build
relationships. Anyone who
is on one of the many networking sites on the internet for business-related
purposes realizes the importance of networking;
building strong relationships with our local archery
shops and brother-sister
organizations and landowners will help to maintain a
strong bowhunting presence in our society. Membership is a responsibility of
us all. Your yearly membership will provide necessary support to protect existing bowhunting privileges, expand bowhunting
opportunities, and introduce youth to the sport of
bowhunting. These efforts
require support in the form
of new and continued
memberships.
Membership will be a direct responsibility of the Vice President John Hunt and I look
forward to developing and
implementing ideas for
continued growth with
John and all of you.

Volunteer organizations
typically operate on a
budget of very few performing for the many. This
causes burn-out and unfulfilled potential. By listening to the membership, and
using the chain of command to hold others accountable we can achieve
more. With agreement by
those individuals who have
stepped up in an offer to
make a difference, and with
better-defined roles we can
motivate the team improving morale, and realizing
increased participation reducing the stress on the
few and realizing more of
our potential. The first
step will be to ensure that
the leaders of this organization are clear on their roles
and to implement an action
plan which measures progress on those roles being
carried out. As those roles
are performed (or not), we
will improve our knowledge of, or revise the plan
to meet expectations. I
believe that with clear understanding of expectations, and accountability
these position-holders will
have more pride in their
contribution to the MBA
and we will experience
To achieve these goals re- growth over time.
quires team commitment.
(Continued on page 4)
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I was born in Presque
Isle, attended grade
school, high school, and
graduated college in
Orono with a BS in Forest Management. I am a
Project Manager at the
Sewall Company in Old
Town and I live in Hermon. I have parents that
have always been interested in the outdoors and
my Dad introduced me
to bowhunting when I
was a kid with my first
recurve. It was at that
time, as a member of
Abnaki Archers in Orono
that I became hooked on
bowhunting.
I hold
hunting as a great privilege. I am passionate
about bowhunting and
love how it brings good
friends and family together in the outdoors
where being close to nature helps us to find perspective and define who
we are. There is something about being in the
woods with a bow and
leaving the rest of the
world behind… Since
August of 2007 I have
served the MBA in various positions including
Penobscot and Hancock
County Representative,
Secretary, Vice President, and have also
served on various special
committees including but
not limited to the MBA

Banquet Committee, and
the BLIP Committee. I
have been fortunate to receive awards such as
“County Representative of
the Year”, “Director of the
Year”, and the “President’s
Appreciation Award.” I am
a NASP basic archery instructor (BAI) and am an
Advanced Bowhunter under the Bowhunters/
Landowners Information
Program (BLIP.) I am
blessed to have taken deer,
bear, and turkey in Maine
and deer and elk in Montana, all with a bow.
I’m proud to have been
elected to take over leadership of this great organization. I feel privileged to be
on the Board of the MBA
and involved in efforts
which do battle against anti
-hunting groups, connect
youth to the outdoors, create and expand bowhunting
opportunities in the State,
and strengthen networks of
bowhunters across the
State. I look forward to a
combined and motivated
effort of members, officers,
and representatives to further grow this organization
to better represent the
State’s bowhunters.
The elections this year have
brought us many changes
and this new-year brings us
many challenges. If I can
steal a line of advice from

Uncle Ted, “The most
important thing that the
bowhunters must do is to
maintain a group of topquality people to represent them.” …we have
first-rate people with a
very diverse set of talents
in leadership positions in
the MBA. I’m excited
about the opportunity
and look forward to
working with this team
and representing the
State’s bowhunters. I
welcome input in the
form of constructive
comments and suggestions from all of our
membership with respect
to the goals outlined
above. We must show
our strength in numbers
and in voice. This means
your voice spoken
through the MBA. Don’t
be somebody that
watches from the sidelines and then complains
later. Encourage your
friends to join the MBA.
Fresh ideas are always
welcome. Please contact
me if you have value to
add by e-mailing me at
dan.long01@gmail.com.
Hope to see you soon!
Dan Long, President
Maine Bowhunters Association

E DGE
Vice President
The Environmentalist Hunter
John Hunt

The word/concept that
enters my mind more than
any other when I'm focused
on deer hunting is "edge."
Other hunters who know
me, have heard me use this
term often. Deer are creatures of the edge. Rarely
do we see a deer standing
in the middle of an open
area in the middle of the
day. We are much more
likely to see them on the
edge of an opening at the
edge of daylight and dark.
You are also less likely to
see a deer in the middle of
a large old growth forest,
than you are in some sort
of edge ecosystem. Therefore, I am always looking
for edge.
I discussed edge ecosystems
in an earlier article. For
review, they are the places
where two or more ecosystems come together. Many
hunters place themselves in
edge ecosystems without
thinking about the concept.
Examples would be; where
a field meets a forest, or
the edge of a clear-cut, or
the edge of a power-line
that cuts through the
woods. These are obvious
edge ecosystems, and hunters have found these places
(Continued on page 5)
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to be areas of high success,
without necessarily understanding why, or even
thinking about them as
edge ecosystems. However, knowing the concept
can greatly increase your
success wherever you hunt.
Why are edge ecosystems
so important to deer? Edge
ecosystems produce a synergistic effect. That is,
when the number of species of plants and animals in
an edge ecosystem are
added up, they often
greatly outnumber the species in the two ecosystems
on both sides of them combined. Take a look at the
edge of a power-line, and
see the great variety of
grasses, shrubs and trees.

Due to the increased food
and cover provide by those
areas, you'll also find a
huge variety of birds, insects, mammals (including
deer), etc. It's a goldmine
of biodiversity. Just as an
aside, the same holds true
for aquatic ecosystems and
fishing. You'll find bass on
shorelines, and near rock
piles, and near brush.
You'll also find salmon and
trout near the thermocline
of a lake, or feeding on the
surface, or cruising the
shoreline (all edges).
As deer season progresses,
things around the common
ecosystems listed earlier
can get challenging when
there is heavy hunting pressure or other human activity. At those times, these
places can be void of deer

Old Town Archery Center
and Pro Shop

activity. You also may not
have access to some of
these places. That's when
you need to find other, less
commonly thought of edge
ecosystems. One example
might be where a hardwood forest meets a softwood forest, such as where
a hardwood ridge drops
down and meets a cedar
swamp. Another area may
be where a wind storm has
knocked over a number of
mature trees, leaving an
opening in the forest canopy. I've spoken with successful hunters from the
northern part of our state
who swear by hunting
along the edge of streams.

Land use practices by hu- In a short summary, if you
mans have inadvertently think of "edge" every time
created abundant high qual- you go out hunting, it will
ity deer habitat. Farms,
definitely give you an edge.

L EGISLATIVE R EPORT

300 Main St. Old Town, ME. 04468

1-888-827-9489
www.oldtownarcheryshop.com

Your Archery Pro-Shop

By Jerome Richard

12 20 30 yard indoor shooting lanes

Legislative Director

3-D Course and TECHNO-VIDEO HUNTING
Call or Visit Today
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Noon til 8:00
PM, Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. Noon-5:00 (8:00 am6:00pm on tournament days)

forest cutting, and even
suburban housing developments have created a lot of
edge ecosystems for deer.
The suburban areas have
become a recent treasure
trove for bow hunters.
The high deer densities
caused by lots of edge ecosystems, combined with no
firearm discharge ordinances, as well as the problems experienced by the
suburbanites when the deer
numbers are too high, often lead to bow hunting as
the most viable option for
controlling deer numbers.
Maine's expanded archery
zones are a perfect example
of this.

As I mentioned in the last
MBA newsletter, this was a
very long tough legislative
session and it was made
more difficult with the
change in administration

from the Governor on
down. It’s tough at times
to sit and listen to the Joint
Standing Committee on
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and at time even the
IF&W Advisory Council
when you realize that some
of these people are political
appointments with absolutely no background in
wildlife management,
hunting, or fishing, that are
making these decisions on
game laws. I witnessed nu(Continued on page 6)
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merous times where a legislator based his or her decision solely on what they
personally wanted, or their
constituent wanted, no
matter how detrimental in
was to the wildlife.
I have a brief rundown of
the bills that passed or
failed. All the Sunday hunting bills, (there were 4)
were rejected. The bill on
crossbow hunting in the
archery season was rejected. The bill to allow a
person 70 years or older to
use a crossbow in any hunting season did passed. The
bill to allow a person 70
years or older to hunt on
Youth Day was rejected
easily. The bill to allow
game wardens to stop
ATV’s on private property
passed after several back
and forth negotiations. All
the any-deer permits bills
(there were 4) were rejected. There were at least
4 bills dealing with moose
and who get special consideration for extra permits
which I believe the “special
interest” moose permits all
went down in defeat. As
usually, there were a few
bills dealings with our bear
hunting heritage which all
were defeated. The all day
spring turkey hunting bill
was defeated, so the current noon time limit still
exists.

you realize the other bills grandson’s hunting opporpushed before the JSC this tunity without a moment of
There will a vote on a state year.
regret. He basically gets
constitutional amendment
everything free, but that
on the November 2011
isn’t enough. Now he
ballot that will deal with
One bill before the JSC wants our kids and grandthe funding issue at Maine
was to allow those 70 years kids hunting opportunities.
Department of Inland Fishand older to hunt on Youth That’s really sad!
eries. I don’t have a whole Day. Another was if you
lot of information at this
were 70 years and older
time, but originally IF&W
you automatically received To put it bluntly, the fuwas to receive $2 million
any-deer permit. The ture of hunting relies on
from the General Fund
crossbow bill for those 70 the youth, not our older
during the last administra- years and older allows hunters. Our older hunters
tion, but due to “politics”
them to hunt during the have seen it, done it, and
the department lost those
muzzle-loading season with have the t-shirt to prove it.
funds. Now, this state cona crossbow where bow- I’m willing to bet 99.99%
stitutional amendment will
hunters cannot. I’m not of our older hunters would
make it possible for IF&W picking on older hunters, rather our youth have an
to receive a certain portion
but I am pointing out that if opportunity like they had
of the existing sales tax
you have a strong legislator when they were younger
somewhere in the
with an overbearing con- and create opportunity for
neighborhood of 1/8 of 1%
stituent, it can be quite them instead of themselves.
(0.125%) to go direct to interesting. This one indithe department. I’ll do my
vidual puts his whole self
best to update you on this
interest before the youth of
matter in the next issue of
Maine. Listening to some
the newsletter.
of the arguments, I felt this
guy would take his own
I might upset a few people,
but I’m getting concerned
about one legislator and his
constituent about the ongoing special privileges with
the “70 years old and older”
group. As you may recall if
you are 70 years and older
you can obtain a free hunting and fishing licenses plus
all related permits including your guides license and
trapping license if you had
one before, but this year it
is a $8.00 fee which still
includes every permit. That
in itself isn’t that bad until
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M ARSH I SLAND E XPANDED A RCHERY E FFORTS U PDATE
By Dan Long

History:
The Marsh Island municipalities including the City
of Old Town and the Town
of Orono have identified
nuisance deer/public safety
issues to the State since
1991. Marsh Island is surrounded by the Penobscot
and Stillwater rivers in the
Town of Orono and City of
Old Town [see map following this article.] The
Island is home to the University of Maine. Orono
holds approximately 1,410
acres, Old Town 4,650
acres, and U-Maine owns
approximately 2,595 acres
on Marsh Island within
both of these municipalities. The State designated
the Island as a game preserve in 1965 and no hunting has been permitted
since that time. I offer the
following timeline of
events to ensure that everybody is informed and understands the extent that
your MBA went to in order
to get to the point where
we are today.
1991-2005 numerous efforts including meetings
and proposals to municipal
councils and the University
by the State and the MBA
took place to discuss and
try to solve the deer problems that were causing the

municipalities to continually ask the State for help
with the problems of deercar accidents and property
damage. The University
would not commit and the
State was forced to bring
each effort to a close until
all stakeholders were
aligned.
2005-2007: State officials,
the University of Maine,
Orono and Old Town representatives, and your
MBA met to discuss solutions once again.
The
group thought the most
effective solution was to
add Marsh Island to the
existing “Bangor Expanded
Archery” limits which already includes half of the
Town of Orono and in excess of 1,000 acres in the
City of Old Town (off the
island.) The University
turned down the offer and
at the same time declined
to oppose it essentially
leaving the door open for
the municipalities. The
proposal was presented to
the Commissioner’s Advisory Council as part of
IF&W’s internal rulemaking procedure. The
State’s process to go to
expanded archery was not
approved for lack of a
unanimous decision by all
stakeholders.

Mark Caron, Regional Wildlife Biologist, Dan Long, President MBA

2007-2008 (once again)
included the State, municipalities, and MBA working
together to include areas of
Marsh Island in the State’s
expanded archery season.
Previous opposition and
lack of University support
led the stakeholders to look
at a different option for the
Town of Orono and City of
Old Town with the MBA’s
Bowhunters/Landowners
Information Program
(BLIP), which can be used
to show how safe and effective bowhunting can be to
reduce deer numbers
where hunting is not
(currently) allowed. With
agreement by all parties the
State went to emergency
rule-making to allow a pilot project to be conducted
by the Maine Bowhunters
Association under the direction of the State and the
watchful eyes of the communities using the BLIP.
Both the State and the mu-

nicipalities would only accept the pilot project if
conducted under the MBA
BLIP program. If a safe
and effective solution could
be proved using BLIP, the
municipalities agreed to
then vote to accept (or reject) the expanded archery
solution.
2008-1010 a pilot project
was conducted: During
year 1, 17 bowhunters participated on a very limited
area (2 parcels only) for the
pilot “kick-off” taking 8
deer; Year 2 included 22
bowhunters on 17 parcels
(1136 acres) where 46 deer
were harvested; Year 3
included 27 bowhunters
over 19 parcels (1,137.5
acres), and 40 deer taken.
Over these 3 years a total
of 8 weeks were hunted for
the 94 deer taken. There
were no incidents re: safety
(Continued on page 8)
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will be continually evaluated and improved upon as
and the pilot program was it is used in the future in
deemed a success by other areas of the State
Orono, Old Town, the when needed.
State, and the MBA.
(Continued from page 7)

Mark A. Caron, Regional
Wildlife Biologist at IF&W
stated, “The greatest value
that the BLIP effort has
brought is to show the public
that bowhunting can be a viable management tool to address the problems brought
about by an over abundance of
deer and that it can be conducted safely in a populated
area. MDIFW and the MBA
strongly feel that having accomplished this thru the BLIP
deer reduction effort over the
last three years, it is now time
to take the next step and include Marsh Island within the
Bangor Expanded Archery
Area.”
As a side-note, each year of
the BLIP effort produced
“lessons learned” that the
MBA BLIP coordinators
used to implement process
improvements to the program. The BLIP program

BLIP was not intended to
be a permanent solution.
In fact, the amount of effort required to administer
this program is overwhelming for your MBA. The
Marsh Island MBA BLIP
Committee worked with
State officials to identify
potential parcels, discuss
the program with these
land owners and businesses, visit the parcels for
approval with regard to
safety, proximity to adjacent landowners, and to
pre-determine acceptable
locations for stands. All
information had to be
documented and provided
to Old Town and Orono
prior to that year’s kickoff.
Univeristy public
safety and the Maine Warden service were also informed and provided maps
and personal contact information of all involved.
Additionally, the MBA
BLIP Committee had to

identify all interested potential Advanced Bowhunters and prepare for the
qualifications class and test
prior to each year’s effort.
This task involved a lot of
administrative paperwork
to ensure that the program
was conducted within the
rules and regulations that
have been created to keep
the program un-biased and
a low-risk effective solution
to communities where deer
problems exist and the
regular or expanded archery option is not allowed.
Make no mistake about it:
The effort required to administer and manage this
BLIP program is enormous.
The pay-off is meeting our
objective of creating bowhunting opportunities for
all bowhunters across the
State…the BLIP “solution”
is only a stepping stone to
get there.
Next Steps:
The process to get Marsh
Island accepted into the
Bangor Expanded Archery
area is a 3-step process; 1)
the topic is introduced at
the State level (this was
done May 3, 2011); 2)
Each community must hold
a public hearing where residents can come to the municipal offices and hear
about the program, offer
comment, and the council
would then vote to accept
or reject the proposal. Old
Town voted 5-2 in-favor of

Expanded Archery on June
2, 2011, and Orono voted
6-1 in-favor on June 20,
2011. With both communities supporting the proposal, the State now goes
to the expense to advertise
the proposal for comment
and step 3) the Commissioner’s Advisory Council
at the State level votes on
the proposal. This step-3
process is in the State’s
hands as I write this. It is
possible the Advisory
Council vote could take
place in August 2011. No
expanded archery boundary
changes will be authorized
until the State approves the
inclusion of Marsh Island.
If the process is successful,
bowhunters will be able to
identify parcels of interest,
identify landowners, and
seek permission to hunt
before familiarizing themselves with property lines
of the permitted parcel. I
remind all of you that as an
individual bowhunter, you
represent all bowhunters.
Please be respectful of the
land you hunt on and the
animals you intend to harvest. Familiarize yourself
with property lines and
listen to your conscience…
Build positive relationships
with the landowner and
adjacent landowners if possible. If you have questions
about how to find a parcel,
identify the owner and
(Continued on page 9)

J ULY 2011
(Continued from page 8)

boundaries, and gain permission please call or email me and I will be glad
to help you through this
process. It is critical that
we continue to conduct
ourselves professionally
and hold ourselves accountable. Be respectful of the
non-hunting community
and your bowhunting
brothers and sisters that
may be hunting near you in
any urban hunting situation.
Please understand that
there would not be any
hunting on Marsh Island if
it were not for MBA BLIP.
Please support your MBA
by renewing your membership or becoming a member today!

MOVING?
Don’t forget to notify us if
your address changes. We get
mail back from too many of
our members’ former
ad d res s es w i th a “ n o
forwarding address” stamp on
it. We have lost a few life
members this year because they
haven’t notified us of the
change.
BLIP members please check
your information in the BLIP
listing on our website. Updates
to spelling errors, addresses,
phone numbers and e-mail
addresses should to be sent to
Director at large Jeff Hopkins.
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How to submit articles And Ads
The Maine Bowhunter welcomes submissions from all MBA members. If you've got
something you would like to share with the MBA membership, send it along. We want
to hear from you. Stories, photos, hot topics, even gripes are welcome. Try to keep
stories to 500 words or less. Please note the following dates for submission of material.

The Maine Bowhunter is a web-based newsletter provided to the committed
members of the Maine Bowhunters Association every other month, six times
per year.
Ad rates are for camera-ready copy; some assistance in designing ads can also be provided at our discretion. Submissions by e-mail or on disk are preferred in either MS
Word or Adobe .pdf format.

Ad Size

Dimensions

Single Issue

6 Issues Per
Issue Price

6 issue Price
Paid in Advance

Full Page

7½X9

$275

$200

$1200

Half Page

7½X4½

$150

$120

Quarter Page

3¾X4½

$80

Eighth Page

1 7/8 X 2 ¼ $60

O FFICIAL
P UBLICATION OF THE
M AINE B OWHUNTERS
A SSOCIATION
Paul St.John Editor
Phone: 207-310-8303
E-mail: editor@mainebowhunters.org
Www.mainebowhunters.org

Newsletter Issue

Submissions Due

January

December 1

$720

March

February 1

$75

$450

May

April 1

$50

$300

July

June 1

September

August 1

November

October 1

Send material to: Paul St.John editor@mainebowhunters.org

G OING W EST

By Perry Hatch

I have been traveling to the
western United States for
almost 20 years to hunt big
game with rifle, muzzleloader, and bow. I have
hunted in Nevada, Arizona,
New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, Idaho, Wyoming,

and Montana. What really
surprises me the most are
the people who think it
takes a lot of money to take
these hunts. While these
trips are not cheap they are
a lot more affordable than
most think. I recently received a flyer in the mail
for a five day Colorado
mule deer hunt. The asking
price… $10,500! I sure
don’t have to tell you that a
hunt of that price is way
out of my league. But
don’t be fooled. A quality
hunting trip can he had in
the west for a reasonable
price. Here is how.

STEP ONE
To keep the price down a
guided hunt is out. I took a
guided hunt in British Columbia one year for mountain goats and they are the
“easiest” way to go but no
longer are they cheap. And
you have to remember
most of the time you get
what you pay for. The rest
of my hunts have been Do
it Yourself (DIY) hunts.
These hunts are not always
easy. You have no guide
and have to do all of your
own cooking and cleaning.
STEP TWO

What do you want to hunt
and what type of weapon
do you want to use? At first
glance some of the hunting
regulations will look very
complicated compared to
Maine. Very few of the
western states will allow a
(Continued on page 11)
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enough food and other supplies to last ten days and
headed for the hills. This
type is not for everyone but
to me it is a chance to let
time stop. I have seen snow
and single digit temps and
have also hunted in 90 degree heat.

Hotel living in the back country

(Continued from page 10)

Non-Resident to just show
up and buy a license. In
most of these states you
will have to enter a drawing and hope to get a tag.
A lot of these states will
limit you to a weapon type
and a certain unit. The
types of game available out
west is truly amazing and
include elk, mule deer,
whitetail deer, antelope,
bear, turkey, mountain
goats, javelina, bighorn
sheep, and others. Unless
you are really lucky you
will have to wait years to
draw sheep and mt goat
tags but it can be done.
STEP THREE
Once you know what you
want to hunt it will be time
to pick the place. First,
start with the state and
then start narrowing it
down to smaller areas and
studying the regulations for
that state. If you want to go

next year the time to start
is now. This might sound
like a lot of work but I find
this part to be very rewarding. In the age of the internet research has never been
easier.
STEP FOUR

It is now early June and I
am preparing for my trip
this fall. I am currently
running 5 miles a day.
Again, don’t be scared
away. This is not necessary
for all hunting. While
physical conditioning is
important, not just for
hunting, you must also be
prepared mentally. Hunting by yourself or with a
partner for a week or more
with no contact with family
back home can start to
wear anyone down especially if you have small
kids.

Be honest with yourself! It
is very easy to get into a lot
of trouble in the western
mountains. How good are
you with a map and com- In my next article we will
pass? How are your sur- start tearing into each step
vival skills? What are your in more detail. After sevphysical limits? You can do
nothing wrong and still
break an ankle five miles
from the nearest help.
Most of the time your cell
phone will not work and is
just added weight. What
are you going to do? This is
not meant to scare anyone.
I have camped in a tent
next to my truck with a
woodstove going in the
tent. Almost like a motel!
In fact I would offer that it
is even better. I have also
loaded up a backpack with

eral years of asking I finally
talked one of my brothers
into a trip….just to see.
He is now hooked on hunting the west. Not every
trip has ended with a filled
tag but every year I get better and better at filling
them. The terrain is different, the animals are different, and the methods used
to hunt them are different
but it is still hunting and I
can’t wait for this fall.
Where am I going this fall?
Well, so far I have drawn
tags in New Mexico for
deer and in Wyoming for
elk and Shiras moose. I also
will have to find a little
time to break out the fly
rod while there.
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since 1987 and have been
an MBA and supporter for
many years. My family is
very active in bow hunting
and archery as well. My
wife, Amy, started shooting a bow a couple of years
ago and is a fantastic
archer, although she has yet
to try and take her first
animal. I have two boys,
Devin, age 21, and Dylan,
age 20. They both have
By Mike Fitzpatrick
been bow hunters since the
age of 10 and both have
Penobscot and Hancock County
taken many game animals.
Representative
Our family is very active in
the outdoors and a long
I’d like to start by intro- family history of hunting.
ducing myself to those
MBA members who may
not already know me, es- I would like to invite anypecially those in Penobscot one with questions or conand Hancock counties. My cerns about MBA related
name is Mike Fitzpatrick, business in Penobscot or
and I am taking over for Hancock counties to conDan Long as the County tact me. I can be reached
representative for both Pe- at 745-2979 or at mikenobscot and Hancock coun- jfitz@roadrunner.com. To
ties. I live in Brewer and stay in tune with what’s
have been a bow hunter coming up in our counties,
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please see the postings on
YORK COUNTY
the Old Town Archery
REPORT
Shop
web
site
(www.oldtownarcheryshop
.com). There are many
upcoming events listed including the next bow
hunter safety course on
August 13, 2011. This
class will be held from 8am
to 6pm at the Old Town
Archery Shop in Old Town
for only a $10.00 fee.
Please call to register for
the class at 827-9489 if you
are interested.
By Steve Gray
I look forward to being of
any help to anyone who
may have any questions or
concerns regarding the
MBA or archery related
issues.

York County Report

THE TURKEYS, THEY
TAUNT ME
One morning late in the
turkey season at 5:20 AM,
I was awakened by a gobbler right near the house. I
quietly climb out of bed, so
as not to disturb my slumbering spouse, look out the
window to see him out in
the side yard next to my
3D deer. On with the bathrobe and downstairs into
the walkout basement, slip
into my camo boots, grab
my bow and eased out the
door. Of Course he sees
me and heads towards the
street. I figured I was all
done as I can't very well
shoot him in full view of
the neighbors. So, back
upstairs to fire up the coffee pot. Next thing I know
GOBBLE… GOBBLE.
Gee, that sounded close!
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Yep, there he is standing
just outside the back
door. Back down into the
basement to get my bow. I
slip out the basement door
and ease around the house.
Perfect, he's on the other
side of a big bush. Next
thing I see is Ole Tom just
a running towards my back
neighbor's house. All done
for the day. I am now shopping for a camo hooded
bathrobe to match my
boots.
Having come really close
to success last year, I will
continue my efforts to bag
a bird. A blind and decoys,
both obtained at MBA Banquet auctions are at the
ready for the fall season.
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flew out of a hole in the
deer’s neck. It seems that
she discovered that the
neck was hollow and decided that it would be a
swell spot to nest. So, no
shooting at the deer for a
while.

T O ALL OUR A RMED F ORCES
THANK YOU!

THE MOOSE PERMIT
DRAWING
Pete Lamarre and I spent
the day at Cabela’s leading
up to the Moose Permit
drawing visiting with many
hopefuls and talking bowhunting. I was pleased to
work with the outfitters
from the archery department in providing the
young folks the chance to
shoot. I heard a few familiar names called. Good
Luck to all the winners.

York County Fish & Game
THE RANGE IS TEMis looking for instructors
PORARILY CLOSED:
for their effort to assist loA couple of weeks ago, I cal scouts in attaining the
went out into the yard to Archery badge. Contact
shoot a few arrows at my Committee Chair: Thomas
3D deer. Just as I was Lacascia
email: lasasabout to release, I saw ciafamily5@hotmail.com
something fly by. A moment later, a Chickadee
Maine Bowhunters Association provided archery opportunities to about 2000
young folks at the sportsman’s shows this past season.

The Bald Eagle in Blue Hill, ME: Our National Emblem
Photo by Jim Murray

Thanks to all military men and women for your
service.

Artwork by Tina Richard, Clinton, ME

The Maine Bowhunters Association thanks
all men and woman that have served in our
Armed Forces. We thank the Soldiers who
are serving in the War on Terrorism who
selflessly risk their lives each day to make
the world a safer place.
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By Tina Richard
st

On May 1 , 2011 we had
election of officers and you
the members voted me in
again as the Treasurer for
another year. This is my
fifth year as Treasurer and I
will work hard to make
more money than what we
have in the bank now. On a
great note, we are sitting
rather well financially, better than other groups that
are out there and we
should be proud of ourselves for that!

ties the kids could try was
enjoying a canoe ride on
the Penobscot River, look
and see what’s in the pond
water, fly casting, fly tying,
making wood block prints,
geocaching, air rifle, archery and Maine Trappers
Association display. After
doing all the events the kids
earned a patch from the
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance.
At the end of the day we
heard that the kids loved
the air rifle and archery the
best, quite a few kids came
back for a 2nd and 3rd try at
shooting the bow and arrows.

On June 18th Jerome and I
did a Bowhunter Safety
Course at Old Town Archery and we had 14 students, it was a great class
considering it was Father’s
Day weekend. Jerome and
I love to pass on what we
know about bowhunting so
other folks can get into the
On June 4th, 2011 the MBA sport and enjoy it as much
had a NASP event at the as us!!! We had one lady
PCCA Outdoor Family Fun
Day in Brewer and there
was four MBA members
present helping with the
event. I want to thank Dan
Long, Jerome Richard,
Mike Fitzpatrick and myself
for making this event fun
and exciting for the kids!

take the class and it thrills
me when women get into
the sport because it is not
just a guy thing!!
On June 20th-21st Jerome
and I went to Camp Post
Card at Agassiz Village in
Poland, ME and helped
Pete Lamarre do the MBA
NASP event for the kids
attending that week. The
kids had so much fun that
we had some repeated kids
come back and compete
against their friends. Pete
made it fun for the kids by
making up a tick-tac-toe
poster for the kids to shoot
at. The kids caught on
pretty fast and we had
some great shooters! We
the members of the MBA
need to reach the next generation whether it is them
getting into hunting or just
target shooting. Once they
get hooked that is all it will
take and they may be our
future MBA members!

There were 107 people
that came through and the
kids had a blast trying out
different activities that was
happening just for them
and it was free. The activi- Tina working with a young lad at the PCCA family fun day

MBA Education
Efforts

By Jerome Richard
MBA Education Directory

As many of you already
know, the Maine Bowhunters Association has
been very active in promoting National Archery in
the Schools Program
(NASP) for about 4-1/2
years and in that time we
have done well over 80
events involving the youth
archery shoots throughout
the state of Maine. We
have trained new NASP
instructors at public
schools to summer camps
to promote archery to the
next generation of potential bowhunters.
We have trained schools
from Madawaska High
School to Gray New
Gloucester High School,
and now in 2011 we have
been approached to help
recruit as many as 6 schools
with $1,000 NASP grants.
These grants were available
last year, but were unable
to respond quickly enough
to recruit 6 schools to take
advantage of the grants.
(Continued on page 15)
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schools as well.

Jerome Richard with Faith Neptune-White at Camp Post Card
(Continued from page 14)

This year NASP has indicated they will do the
grants again possibly offering them starting August
2011, so we are starting
early by getting the message out now.
If you are interested in
starting the NASP program
at your school, please con-

tact me at 314-2885 for
more information. I do
know from last year when
we worked to get the
NASP program started
Gray New Gloucester High
School it was a tremendous
success just as it was the
year before with the Madawaska High School. Please
realize that NASP is not
limited to high schools, and
can be started in middle
schools and junior high

The NASP program uses
high quality equipment including the Mathews Genesis bows. The NASP equipment includes 12 Genesis
bows, 5 dozen Easton arrows, 30’ x 10’ BCY arrow
stop curtain, 5 large
Morrell 80cm targets, 2
bow stands to hold 12
bows, and equipment
maintenance kit. The maintenance repair kit includes
replacement fletching,
nocks, points, fletching jig,
bow square, string wax,
Fletch Tite glue, epoxy,
nock point tying thread,
arm guards, and archery
storage box. The 30’ x 10’
BCY arrow stop curtain
includes stuff bag, hanging
cable and all attachment
clips.

fied instructors trainers
that can train and certify
teachers to be NASP instructors after a one day, 8hour class followed by a
100 question test. We are
looking into funding for the
$40 Basic Archery Instructor packet that every new
instructor must have to
become certified. The students do not have any expense, only the new instructor for the training
equipment. This funding
for the BAI packets has not
been secured, but we are
looking into options that
are available and we should
have more information
soon.

So please contact us soon as
the first 6 schools that get
approved by NASP will
receive this year’s grant
and we don’t know if this
offer will happen again
The MBA has several quali- next year.

The Maine Bowhunters Association is organized and shall be operated:
To provide a State-wide organization within which people through individual memberships, with a common interest in bowhunting, may recognize
and have means of furthering their interests.
The Maine Bowhunters Association shall recognize ALL vertical bows as acceptable under the definition of bows provided by the International Bowhunter Education Program, which reads: “one that is hand held, hand drawn, and released with nothing attached to the bow that will allow the
bow to be mechanically held in a drawn or cocked position.” The Maine Bowhunters Association shall not recognize the crossbow under this
definition and shall oppose attempts to make the crossbow acceptable for use in bow hunting only seasons.
To foster a spirit of sportsman-like fellowship among all bowhunters.
To initiate or support selected activities and programs intended, or expected, to emphasize the responsibilities inherit in any proper use of the bow
and arrow and to protect such continued use and possession on the part of citizens of good repute.
To strive toward upgrading the sport of bowhunting through education, training, demonstration, dissemination of information, and related activities.
To encourage by education, training, and demonstration, the support of appropriate legislation or other activities, a high level of sportsmanship and
ethics in any use of the bow and arrow in activities related to the interests of the association.
To educate archers to the fact that bowhunting is a sport of separate from and not to be confused with the sport of target/field archery.
To further the purpose of this association by means of education, demonstration, or other appropriate activities directed to the recognition and protection of the rights of others, insofar as they relate to property rights, and enjoyment and use of property, and the enforcement of laws and
regulations.

