
I trust that a lot of MBA 
members got out this spring 
with their bow or shotgun to do 
some spring turkey hunting. 
Tina and I both had a difficult 
time trying to pull the Toms 
away from the hens in the be-
ginning, but we switched to the 
heavy artillery and finally made 
the connection with #4 shot 
instead of an arrow. It’s always 
a great time to get out in the 
woods even if you don’t harvest 
any game, but for me getting 
up at 3:00am every morning 
gets old quick. That’s probably 
why I like to bear and deer hunt 
more because I go out in the 
afternoon well fed and well 
rested! Once I’m out the door 
and into the darkness crossing 
fields in the still quiet night, I 
start to get into the hunt. It’s 
great to watch the grounding 
daylight and hear the sounds of 
birds chirping, and if I’m really 
lucky I get to spot deer passing 
through the area. 
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By Jerome Richard 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The MBA attended three 
sportsman’s shows, which were 
incredibly successful in promot-
ing archery, gaining new mem-
bers, and raising funds. I would 
like to personally thank Don 
Pummel and Laurie Gilman of 
L.L. Bean for providing their 
support to the MBA at the 
Orono and Augusta Sports-
man’s Show, as well as our 
banquet, where they provided 
the two youth bows and other 
items to be raffled off during 
our youth archery events. Also, 
I would like to thank the many 
MBA members who contrib-
uted their time to volunteer 
and help out at the three sports-
man’s shows. It takes a lot to 
put together each of these 
events, from planning, organiz-
ing material and people, sched-
uling working time, and disas-
sembling the booths.  

At the 70th Annual Eastern 
Maine Sportsman’s Show 
P.C.C.A. at Orono (March 14-
16) the MBA won a blue ribbon 
for the “Best Active Exhibitor” 
plus Miss Maine Tara Allain 
stopped by to shoot at the 
youth archery event. We esti-
mated around 500 kids passed 
through the youth archery 
shoot over 2-1/2 days. The 
MBA sold in excess of 65 
Harley-Davidson raffle tickets 
too. 

At the 28th Annual State of 
Maine Sportsman’s Show in 
Augusta (March 28-30), the 
MBA had two set-ups with a 
booth in the main hall of the 
Civic Center and a youth arch-
ery event in a separate confer-
ence room in the Civic Center. 
The MBA and NWTF sold over 
96 Harley-Davidson raffle tick-

(Continued on page 2) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

3D ARCHERY SHOOT ON JULY 
13TH AND AUGUST 10TH AT OLD 
TOWN ARCHERY CENTER AND PRO
-SHOP IN OLD TOWN MAINE. 
FOR NON-TOURNAMENT 3D 
SHOOTS BRING A CURRENT MBA 
MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN THE MBA 
AND SAVE $! 
SPECIAL MBA BOWHUNTER CATE-
GORY!!! 

MAINE NWTF STATE CHAPTER 
GLOBSTERFEST AUGUSTA 17TH IN 
NEWPORT AT THE MILLENIUM. 

Miss Maine at Orono Show 

Jerome and Tina Richard with the 
MBA’s blue ribbon. 
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Blood Finder of NH 
396 River Road 
Weare, NH 03281 
http://www.bloodfinderofnh.com 
 
Bowstring Guide Service 
248 Berrys Mill Road 
West Bath, ME 04530 
(207)443-2706 
 
Central Maine Archery, LLC, 
PO Box 1297              
Auburn, ME 04211-1297 
(207)345-9503 
http://www.centralmainearchery.com 
 
Coalition to Preserve 
PO Box 1297 
Auburn, ME 
(207)345-9503 
http://www.preservegrowme.org 

D&G Archery 
1412 Tatnic Road 
Wells, ME 04090 
(207)676-9954 
 
Fins and Furs Adventures, 
32 Greenwood 
Skowhegan, ME 04976 
(207)474-5430 
http://www.finsandfursadventures.com 
 
Hunter’s Golden Retriever 
PO Box 1370 
Bucksport, ME 04416 
http://huntersgoldenretriever.com 
  
The Old Town Archery Shop, 300 
Main St. Old Town, ME 04468   
(207)827-9489 
 http://www.oldtownarcheryshop.com 
 

Outdoor Sportsman 
1044 Atlantic Highway 
Northport, ME 04849 
(207)338-4141 
http://
www.maineoutdoorsportsman.com 
 
Seven Islands Land Company 
PO Box 1168 
Bangor, ME 04402 
  
 

MBA affiliates 

PLEASE 
SUPPORT 

THE  
AFFILIATES 

THAT 
SUPPORT 

YOUR 
MBA! 

One of the sportsman’s shows 
that the MBA had originally 
planned on not attending this 
year due to lack of resources was 
the one in Presque Isle, put on by 
the Presque Isle Fish and Game 
Club (April 5 & 6). Tina and I 
had never been there, but Char-
lie Beck of the Presque Isle Fish 
and Game Club asked me to 
bring the MBA Youth Archery 
Event to the show. At first, I was 
not really looking forward to 
traveling that far to attend a 

ets at the show plus over 800 
kids participated in the youth 
archery shoot over the three day 
show. I wanted to thank Harry 
Vanderweide and Edye Cronk 
for their support for having the 
MBA at the show to do the 
NASP/Youth Archery Event as 
this event helped forge a better 
relationship with the Maine 
Sportsman and the Sportsman’s 
Alliance of Maine. 

(Continued from page 1) 

show, but as it turned out it was 
one of the best shows. It is only 
a two day show and ends every 
day around 5:00pm. It felt like 
family with all the vendors and 
all the great friendly folks from 
Aroostook County. It even gave 
me a chance to meet and work 
with Lou Provost our MBA 
County Rep for Aroostook 
County. I want to thank Lori, 
Nick, and Rachael Weaver, 
Bernie Smith, and Robb Cotiaux 

for traveling up and working this 
show with Tina and I.  

At the end of the show every 
day all the vendors seem to have 
a terrific fellowship time at the 
Northeastland Hotel. For me it 
was great because I knew many 
of the vendors from pervious 
shows, taken their schools, have 
done my taxidermy work, or 
taken one of my IF&W safety 
education classes. The food was 
great, the hotel was fabulous, 

Two future Olympic Archers at the Augusta Show. 

Troop 111 at the Boy Scout Jamboree in Rumford. 
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Camporee in Rumford in May 
which had some more TV and 
newspaper coverage of the youth 
archery.  

Pete Lamarre helped the MBA 
build a working relationship with 
the Volunteers of America and 
with IF&W due to NASP. This 
lead to the opportunity for the 
MBA to work with Camp POST-
CARD last year and again this 
year. Camp POSTCARD is put 
on by the Maine Sheriff’s Associa-
tion, state and local police, and 
correctional officers. These offi-
cers see and help spread the posi-
tive word about the MBA. 

The NASP/Youth Archery 
Events has not only been a great 
tool to reach kids with archery, 
but has helped us to build better 
relationships with the groups 
around us including hunting and 
non-hunting groups. It has been a 
great tool for us to open a dia-
logue with others while at the 
same time having some fun. 

 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON RAFFLE 

The Harley-Davidson Sportster 
883cc raffle was a huge success 
for both the MBA and the Maine 
NWTF. The winner of the Harley 
was Hazen Naas of Sherman Mills, 

and the set-up at UMPI at the 
new gym was great! I know 
Tina, Robb, and I plan on going 
back next year. I really recom-
mend the show as a great get-
away. 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS & PRO-
MOTION 

I believe the MBA has been 
doing a good job of developing 
relationships with other organi-
zations over the last year. One 
example, was when the MBA 
attended the SWOAM Field Day 
at West Baldwin last August and 
did a youth archery event. It was 
my first time meeting Tom Doak 
and we had a good time shooting 
the bows. This spring Tom con-
tacted me about attending the 
All Things Woods Expo in Port-
land on April 26th. It was a great 
opportunity to work with 
SWOAM again and other land-
owners at this event plus teach 
kids to shoot a bow. 

Another example of building 
relationships with other groups 
was when the MBA attended the 
Boy Scout Jamboree at the Ox-
ford County Fairgrounds last 
October. That opportunity lead 
us to be invited to the Boy Scout 

ment and gave far more than a 
100% to make this successful 
for both groups. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

At the April 20th MBA busi-
ness meeting at the Augusta 
City Center, the MBA held 
the election of new officers. 
The good news is that the 
MBA retained a lot of the 
same officers and directors 
that we had last year plus a 
new Secretary with Dan Long. 
Some people might think that 
we need new faces every year, 
but I am extremely happy with 
the winning team of officers 
and directors that I have 
served with during the last 
year. Also, other organizations 
are watching us to see if we 
have a strong, stable leader-
ship which I believe is a re-
sounding “yes”. We need sta-
ble leadership and a well de-
fined direction to be success-
ful. When IF&W and other 
hunting organization need 
information or input from the 
MBA they will have a known 
and trusted group of people to 
work with in the future. 

 

Maine. Congratulations to Hazen 
and thank you for supporting our 
organizations. The raffle gener-
ated over $5,000.00 in profit 
after paying for the motorcycle 
and paying the winning ticket 
seller. Of the 1,300 raffle tickets, 
there were 659 total tickets sold 
which isn’t bad for the first time 
our organization has ever at-
tempted anything this big. This 
raffle was another example of the 
MBA as a “can do” organization. I 
want to especially thank Julie 
Johnston, the seller of the win-
ning ticket, for putting forth the 
effort to sell the Harley-Davidson 
raffle tickets, which she was re-
warded $400 for her effort. We 
learned a lot and found we missed 
some opportunities to do even 
better.  

Tina and I went down to Big 
Moose Harley-Davidson on Satur-
day, April 12th to sell raffle tickets 
at the store. We were there for 
over 8 hours surrounded by some 
great looking bikes! It was all I 
could do to keep from buying my 
own hog. I really want to express 
my appreciation to Big Moose 
Harley-Davidson for working 
with the MBA and the Maine 
NWTF for making this such a 
huge success. Also, I want to 
thank Robb Cotiaux who made 
this project a personal commit-Julie Johnston receiving her $400 check. 

Front: Paul St.John, Tina and Jerome Richard, Pete LaMarre, Steve 
Gray  Back: Jeff Hopkins, Dan Long, Lee Smith, and Mark Peeler 
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spect my opinion and know 
that I can be relied on to tell 
them the truth.  During the 
legislative session, committees 
typically meet two afternoons 
a week. 

   Sometimes, giving an opinion 
is done formally by standing up 
and giving testimony in front 
of the committee, possibly 
even submitting written testi-
mony for the file; other times a 
quiet conversation with a few 
legislators to make sure that 
your thoughts are considered, 
is enough. Any positions we 
take are discussed with the 
legislative committee of the 
MBA board of Directors or if it 
is really important with the 
entire board.  

   I try to work with our Advi-
sory Council in the same way, 
unfortunately many of their 
meetings are held around the 
state, and I try to avoid billing 
the MBA for travel expenses if 
at all possible. The result is 
that I miss more of their meet-
ings than I would like over the 
course of a year. Much of what 
matters to bowhunters, is han-
dled at the Advisory Council 
and the Department of IF&W 
so I strive to maintain good 
working relationships with 
both groups. Occasionally, I 
submit written comments on 
rule proposals before the Advi-
sory Council on your behalf. 

   Because, some of the issues 
facing the legislature are so 
difficult or complicated, spe-
cific task forces are set to make 
recommendations on a topic. 
Last year, there was a Task 
Force on the Deer Herd in 
Northern and Eastern Maine. 
Brian Smith started out as the 
MBA representative on that 
group, but was not able to 
make all of the meetings so I 
covered many of the meetings. 
This year, as a result of the 

legislation that the Governor 
submitted to consolidate all of 
the Natural Resource Agencies 
into one, there was a task force 
formed to make recommenda-
tions on possible areas for 
streamlining. I was appointed as 
the MBA representative to that 
group and am scheduled to at-
tend roughly ten all day meet-
ings in the next several months 
as part of that effort.  

   I attend Natural Resource 
Network meetings each week 
during the legislative session to 
talk with the representatives of 
other groups like ours about 
what important issues they are 
working on and where we might 
cooperate and all speak with one 
voice. That is exactly how we 
were so successful in stopping 
the effort to roll IF&W into a 
natural resource superagency. 
There are other meetings that I 
attend on your behalf like the 
Sportsman’s Forest Landowners 
Alliance and the recent Maine 
Recreation and Conservation 
Forum, typically these are all 
day meetings and usually pro-
ductive. These meetings are 
quarterly or infrequent. 

   In order to speak clearly about 
various proposals I spend a fair 
amount of time gathering infor-
mation. On legislative proposals 
I read through the entire list of 
legislation to see if there are 
issues of concern. Luckily much 
of the information is available 
online so I can do the research 
from my office. I also read 
through any proposed rule 
changes coming from IF&W. 
Part of this review, is making 
sure that you have the schedule 
for any hearings, work sessions, 
or meetings so that you can be 
there if needed. Additionally, I 
read at least one newspaper 
(sometimes two) every day to 
stay on top of other issues that 
are brewing, or things that may 

influence issues that are important 
to us. 

   I report regularly (usually weekly 
during the legislative session) to the 
MBA board of directors, what I 
have been doing and what I see as 
the important issues we should 
discuss. I keep a list of legislation 
online that shows the MBA legisla-
tive committee, the status of vari-
ous bills and rule proposals. I try to 
send them any articles that I have 
seen that I think they should read as 
well. I make it a point to attend 
most MBA meetings to be able to 
report and answer any questions. I 
write an article for each issue of the 
MBA newsletter, to keep you the 
members informed, on what is 
happening that may affect you. 
Each month, I am required by law 
to report to the state Ethics com-

(Continued on page 5) 

By Don Kleiner 

MOVING? 
Don’t forget to notify us if 
your address changes.  We 
get mail back from too many 
of our members’ former 
addresses with a “no 
forwarding address” stamp 
on it.  We have lost a few life 
members this year because 
they haven’t notified us of 
the change. 

   BLIP members please 
check your information in 
the BLIP listing on our 
website. Updates to spelling 
errors, addresses, phone 
number s  a nd  e -ma i l 
addresses should to be sent 
to Director at large Jeff 
Hopkins.  

Legislative Report 

   So what does your lobbyist do? 

   At the most basic level, my job 
is to make sure that your 
thoughts on an issue are heard 
and considered. In a perfect 
world, I and you are always 
right, but after 52 years of living 
I know that is not always the 
case. I don’t always carry the day 
in a particular discussion, but 
still I make sure that we are 
heard. I work at three different 
levels, first and most obviously, I 
work with the Legislatures Fish 
and Wildlife Committee. Be-
cause, fish and wildlife is so im-
portant to the people of our 
state, most of the law around 
them is in statute, that means an 
actual law passed by the legisla-
ture and signed by the governor. 
This is very different than most 
other states, where most fish and 
wildlife issues are developed by 
the fish and wildlife agency and 
reviewed by a board similar to 
our Advisory Council. But I 
digress. I also work with various 
other committees as issues arise 
ranging from the Committee on 
Agriculture Conservation and 
Forestry to the Criminal Justice 
Committee depending on the 
issue. Working with a legislative 
committee, means attending, 
most if not all, of their meetings 
to be helpful and offer informa-
tion when needed. The goal is to 
have the legislators come to re-



Early morning.  When the 
majority of the human popula-
tion is warm in their beds.  
Dream time.   For me, during 
the early morning hours, the 
ideal place to be is where the fog 
is still settled in the low lands 
while the sun tries to rise above 
the hills and tree line.  Nature is 
in an unruffled state.  As the sky 
begins to lighten, my presence 
hidden by camouflage, I enjoy 
the sounds of birds coming to life 
preparing to feast and display for 
the attention of a mate. 

I had never hunted turkey 
prior to this trip.  I didn’t really 
know much about the tactics and 
tools other than what I had read.  
I asked a couple of friends in the 
Maine Bowhunters Association, 
if I could tag along on a spring 
hunt as an observer.  Jeff Hop-
kins generously offered to have 
me go with him and shoot if I 
wanted to.  An absolute “Yes!” 
was my response.  Jeff had taken 
the time to build a relationship 
with a landowner years ago.  
“Galena” was her name.  Jeff told 
of the wonderful experiences he 
had on her farmland and how he 
had shared his successes with the 
landowner, which proved to 
include her first taste of wild 
turkey.  Jeff’s actions over the 
years, including fixing a door, 
made his trips to the farm special 
for that landowner and priceless 
for Jeff.  Galena has since passed 
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mission which legislation and 
issues I have worked on in the 
last 30 days and what I spent on 
any elected or appointed offi-
cials. That one is easy for me; 
nothing. I am also required to 
file an annual report of all my 
activity for the year. If I miss a 
report, there is a $100 fine for 
missing the deadline, I have 
missed a couple over the years 
but I make an effort not to for 
obvious reasons. 

   All of this takes roughly 60 
days a year in a short legislative 
session, and nearly 90 days in a 
long session. As you might 
imagine, the cost of travel back 
and forth to Augusta is a big 
part of what I do.  Other costs 
include internet and phone 
service, newspaper subscrip-
tions, and of course, time 
spent. I am fortunate to also 
represent the Maine Chapter of 
the National wild Turkey Fed-
eration, and am able to repre-
sent both groups at about half 
of the meetings I attend over 
the course of a year, which 
helps to spread some of the 
expense. 

   As you can see, serving as 
your MBA lobbyist takes a 
commitment in terms of time 
resources and energy. I am 
proud to have the opportunity 
and look forward to continuing 
into the future. As always 
come, write, or call, if I can 
answer any questions. 
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MBA Online 
Don’t Forget to check out our website for all the latest news.  
To enter our Members Only section use the following: 

Username:  maillist 

Password:  mbaonline  

on.  Relatives have assured Jeff 
that he is welcome to continue 
to hunt the land because of his 
respectful use and landowner 
relationship.  The respect is 
honest, this I know for Jeff’s 
reverence for this land and the 
late Galena continue. 

Rob Cotiaux, another friend 
in the MBA heard of our pro-
posed adventure and offered to 
team, to help ensure success. 
Rob, I later found out, is on 
the Board of Directors for the 
National Wild Turkey Founda-
tion, and was a Habitat Pro-
Staffer.  An experienced turkey 
hunter and caller to put it 
mildly! 

The evening before the first 
day of turkey season we were 
to meet at Jeff’s house.  The 
objective was to locate turkeys 
in several areas and determine 
where they would roost that 
night in order to be within 
calling distance the next morn-
ing.  I arrived to find that Jeff’s 
wife Sarah had prepared veni-
son meatballs with a mouth-
watering special cranberry 
sauce served over rice.  In-
credible!  Both Rob and I are 
thankful to them for welcom-

ing us into their home and 
sharing this luxury meal with 
us. 

Driving around, we spotted 
various groups of turkeys.  
We watched through binocu-
lars and identified mature 
birds.  Jeff and Rob agreed 
that there may be an advantage 
to finding a single tom roosted 
for the night: One pair of eyes 
will be easier to fool, while 
drawing a bow, than several. 
Rob located what we believed 
to be a single tom by imitating 
an owl.  The sound excited 
the tom into a gobble allowing 
us to pinpoint his location.  
The bird was in a large pine 
tree near the edge of a field.  
“He will most likely pitch 
down into the corner of the 
field in the morning”, Rob 
said.  We identified a prime 
spot to set up the blind and in 
darkness cleared away a few 
leaves and dry sticks so the 
task could be completed si-
lently in the morning. 

Short night!  After getting 
home and in bed a little after 
10 p.m., my alarm went off 
hours before daylight.  I threw 

(Continued on page 6) 

Wild Turkey Adventure 

By Dan Long 

Penobscot County Representative 

Robert Cotiaux, Dan Long and Jeff Hopkins with Dan’s Turkey. 



my camo clothes back on, did a 
quick double-check that I had 
everything I needed, and headed 
for farm-country about an hour 
away.  The drive was easy with 
no traffic in the middle of the 
night.  My sore eyes began to feel 
better as the coffee sank in and 
the excitement awoke, of what I 
was about to experience.  A 
quick “good morning” and we 
consolidated items to one vehicle 
prior to heading out. 

Once at the farm, we unloaded 
the necessary items including the 
blind, seats, bow, calls, and bin-
oculars.  We quietly walked up 
the road a short ways, and cut 
into the field along the woods 
trying not to make any noise.  
The air was still and cold.  We 
strained our eyes in the dark 
trying hard not to step in a hole, 
trip over uneven ground, or 
make any unnatural noise.  Find-
ing the pre-determined spot, we 
set up the blind just off the edge 
of the field in the woods.  Rob 
set up the decoys including a 
mating hen and jake, and a larger 
tom looking to move in.  He also 
set up a feeding hen or two. Rob 
located himself inconspicuously 
about 15 yards behind the blind 
and got set for calling.  Jeff and I, 
adjusted the blind so the win-
dows provided ample visibility 
without revealing our location.  
A few practice draws to make 
sure my arrow would clear the 
bottom of the unzipped window 
and I was ready.  Jeff whispered 
stories of previous turkey hunts, 
furthering my education.  Several 
times my mind went through the 
motions of drawing with proper 
form and anticipating when to 
release. 

As the sun started to lighten 
the sky, Rob used a slate over 
glass call made on bird’s-eye 
maple to imitate yelps and putts 
later followed by fly-down cack-

(Continued from page 5) les.  This call sounded awesome.  
It was made by “Bob’s Turkey 
Calls”, Houlton, ME, 532-6453 
if you want to try what Rob uses 
so skillfully.  Once the roosted 
birds started talking, we discov-
ered the single tom was, in fact, 
a few toms, with hens.  The 
thick fog in the low area adjacent 
to the roosting trees, held the 
birds up for a good half-hour 
longer than what is typical.  I 
couldn’t believe the noise and 
excitement coming from the 
large trees outside of the edge of 
the field.  I was so excited my-
self, that I had kneeled in an 
archery ready to shoot position 
much too early, and for so long 
that my feet went numb.  Jeff 
warned me about getting “too 
uncomfortable yet” as it would 
be a little while before the fly-
down.  He was right.  I settled 
back onto my milk crate and 
tried to relax.  Rob really 
showed his experience in calling, 
by the variety and appropriate 
timing of his calls, and soon we 
heard the wings of turkeys fly-
ing.  We waited in anticipation 
of the birds hitting the ground 
right in the middle of the decoys 
(at least I did), but nothing hap-
pened.  Turns out, the field on 
the back side of the thin strip of 
woods behind us was a better 
landing strip.  It wasn’t long 
however, before the birds 
started moving through the 
leaves and into our field. 

Three birds appeared on the 
edge of the field.  Looking 
through my binoculars, I 
searched for a beard, or a 
brightly colored red, white, and 
blue head.  I watched their be-
havior and determined they were 
all hens, but later found out they 
were actually jakes –young birds 
with little or no beard.  These 
three birds worked their way 
cautiously up the edge of the 
field feeding, and came within 
twenty-yards of the blind.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed watching 
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them feed in the grass from the 
masked location.  I also knew they 
were the perfect decoy, should 
big-daddy long-beard decide to 
visit.  Rob continued calling occa-
sionally with caution not to spook 
the present company. 

Watching these birds was great 
fun, but my mind started doubt-
ing if a mature tom would be 
joining us.  We only had the two 
front windows partially open, so 
we could not see much at all, 
anywhere else.  Jeff was sitting 
back a little to allow me ample 
room to draw and shoot if 
needed.  I was again in a kneeling 
position because that was a good 
“ready” position, and also helped 
to hide, from Jeff, the fact that I 
would very soon have to dump 
out my water bottle so that I 
could fill it back up.  The alterna-
tive was exiting the blind to “go” 
and I certainly didn’t want to spoil 
any chance we had in this loca-
tion.  “Patience” I thought.  I’ve 
sat on deer stands for hours; I 
knew I had the will.  After all, 
there is no place I would have 
rather been.   

Just then, I heard something 
dragging in the oak leaves next to 
the blind.  I could see a little fur-
ther to the right than Jeff could.  
The top of a huge brightly colored 
turkey head appeared ten-feet 
from the blind, and I was immedi-
ately overcome with excitement.  
He was moving toward the de-
coys.  Next I saw the top of his 
tail, spread wide open and shaking 
as he strutted toward the rubber 
hen pinned to the ground by her 
rubber suitor.  As he moved in 
between the two half-open win-
dows, I took advantage of the 
blocked view.  My bow already 
lifted into position, I came to full 
draw.  He continued moving with 
attention on the staged action in 
front of him.  Focused on remain-
ing calm and collected, time stood 
still as I checked my setup –
everything was perfect.  I held my 
breath and I knew the shot was 

good before the arrow left the 
bow.  Feathers vanished into 
feathers.  The tom made a 
small jump and ran to point 20
-yards away.  He re-focused 
his attention back to the jake 
and hen still in “action”, and 
he became unsteady.  As he 
was wondering what just hap-
pened, I sent another arrow 
home to make sure the task 
was complete.  I was in an 
almost dazed state, when Jeff 
quickly unzipped the flap en-
trance of the blind and burst 
out next to Rob, who was also 
running for the bird just in 
case he still had some unex-
pected energy left.  Wanting 
to get to the bird and share in 
this excitement with my 
friends, I too moved for the 
door of the blind.  Prior to 
stepping through the opening, 
my bow caught on the door 
flap of the blind.  My momen-
tum carried me, my bow, and 
the entire blind in a tumbling 
motion to the ground.  Frus-
trated at my delayed exit, I 
flailed around in the collapsed 
blind trying to find the door.  
Finally, I realized there is no 
bottom to the blind, and lifted 
the heaped up fabric off from 
my head.  Jeff and Rob were 
standing at the bird looking 
back at me with God knows 
what going through their 
minds.  I stood up, and went 
to the scene to see up close 
this magnificent bird.  The 
excitement intensified as we 
looked at the colors and de-
tails and celebrated a job well 
done.  We gave thanks with a 
heartfelt prayer for the bird’s 
life and the experience.  

We were filled with pride 
and examined the creature 
that presented himself for our 
taking.  An inspection of the 
bird by Rob and Jeff led them 
to believe that he was about 2-
1/2 years old.   We took pho-

(Continued on page 7) 



tos together to help us remem-
ber this day, but they can not 
compare to the memories.  We 
made an effort to locate and call 
other birds into range for Jeff, 
but it wasn’t to happen that day. 

The tagging station docu-
mented the 13.67 lb bird with 9-
inch beard and 5/8-inch spurs.  I 
was very proud of my first tur-
key, and couldn’t stop thinking 
what a wonderful selfless sacri-
fice Jeff made so I could have the 
opportunity to take my first bird 
before he got his own.  He and 
Rob’s experience with past tur-
key adventures made this a genu-
inely memorable experience.  
Rob had the second season to 
hunt, and took the time to travel 
a great distance to offer his call-
ing and general turkey expertise 
to introduce me to the sport of 
turkey hunting.  I am forever 
grateful to both of my friends. 
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  Since many readers enjoy get-
ting out into the Maine woods 
and farmland in springtime, we 
ask your cooperation so land-
owners will continue to keep 
private roads open to the public. 

  The cost of constructing and 
maintaining private roads is in-
creasing due to increased costs of 
diesel fuel and heavy equipment. 
Recreational users, who pay 
nothing towards road construc-
tion and maintenance can dam-
age roads by thoughtlessly driv-
ing on them when they are soft 
due to frost coming out of the 
ground or due to rain is becom-
ing a serious problem for private 
landowners. 

  The photo attached shows a 
newly constructed road that was 
severely rutted in November 
2007 by someone who probably 
just wanted to see where it 
went. The cost to the landowner 
to repair it with a grader, staff 
and other equipment was over 
$1,000. Similar incidents of road 
damage are becoming too com-
mon throughout Maine. 

  Road damage incidents like 
this, plus dumping of trash and 
demolition debris, vandalism to 
contractor equipment and theft 
of fuel are causing forest land-
owners to block roads to public 
vehicle travel. 

  So please stay off gravel roads 
when frost is coming out of the 
ground and after periods of rain! 
Park your vehicle and walk if 
looking for antler sheds, picking 
fiddleheads, going fishing or 
other springtime time pursuits. 
And if a landowner has blocked a 
side road to prevent road dam-
age or other ownership prob-
lems, please respect their prop-
erty. 

Thank you! 

Royal Rangers, Summer 
Pow-Wow in Effingham, 

NH.  
Thursday through Sunday, 

August 14th to 17th  

NWTF Globsterfest in 
Newport, ME.  

Sunday, August 17th  

Trapper’s Weekend in 
Sidney, ME.  

Friday through Sunday, Sep-
tember 5th to 7th  

Boy Scouts of America 
Jamboree in Raymond, ME.  

Saturday October 4th  

Up Coming NASP 
Youth Shoots 

YOUR COOPERATION REQUESTED 
TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO WOODS 

It’s fun to hear the comments 
I hear when I tell the average 
person that I’m going “shed” 
hunting. I have had many people 
ask what I’m going to put in my 
shed. When I explain I’m look-
ing for shed antlers, some people 
have been shocked or surprised 
that deer actually lose their ant-
lers each year. Anyone reading 
this is a dedicated enough hunter 
to know what I mean when I say 
shed hunting, but have you tried 
it? 

I have been looking for sheds 
for 16 years and want to tell 
anyone who hasn’t tried it, to 
give it a shot. Where do you 
start? My advice would be to 
locate an area where deer spend 
a lot of time in late fall right 
through the winter months. 
Some places I have luck in are 
traditional deer yards, wood 
cutting areas, and feeding areas 
like corn fields or apple or-
chards. This past shed season I 
found 12 sheds. Most were 
found in and around wood cut-
ting operations, with a few 
found under apple trees. Due to 
the bumper crop of apples last 
year, many deer were digging in 
the snow for apples still on the 
ground. 

It’s a great time of year to be 
out in the woods. You can scout 
out hunting areas without wor-
rying about spooking deer close 
to or during the hunting season. 
One thing to keep in mind 
would be not to disturb the deer 
too much around the deer yards, 
especially during winters like 
this last one. 

Some tips I would suggest; 
take a good pair of binoculars, 
they will save you some walking 
when you see that branch stick-

(Continued on page 8) 

By Don Kleiner 

Road damage which occurred in the fall of 2007. 

Shed Hunting 

By Deanna Page 



Piscataquis 
Deanna Page 
184 Cambridge Road 
Dexter, ME 04930 
(207)924-3400 
dlpage@midmaine.com 
Sagadahoc 
Bryan R. Champagne 
1185 Maine Rd 
Phippsburg, ME 04562 
(207)389-2120 
btbc@suscom.maine.net 
Somerset  
Jerome Richard 
995 Hinckley Road 
Clinton, ME 04927 
(207) 426-2082 
Jerome.Richard@sappi.com 
Waldo  
Lee Smith 
Brooks, ME 04921 
leesmith@hughes.net 
Washington  
Brian Smith 
P.O. Box 444 
East Machias, ME 04630 
(207) 255-4508 
bowhunter@mgemaine.com 
York 
Steven P Gray 
18 Elm Drive 
York, ME 03909 
(207)363-6863 
spgray853@verizon.net 
Knox  
Mark Peeler 
(207) 832-7225 
sparkyss@acadia.net 
Lincoln  
VACANT 
 

Androscoggin  

Mike Moreau 
(207) 782-4777 
micamo@hotmail.com 
Aroostook 
Lou Provost 
(207)532-3569 
aloisprovost@msn.com 
Cumberland  
Robert Cotiaux 
91 Tufts Road 
New Gloucester, ME 04260 
(207) 926-5392 
Franklin  
Mac Dudley 
PO Box 407 
Oquossoc, ME 04964-0407 
(207)864-5919 
fletchdudley@core.com 
Hancock  
Dan Long  
140 Veazie Street 
Old Town, ME 04468 
(207)991-0810 
Dan.long@roadrunner.com 
Kennebec 
Butch Tripp 
(207)582-7775 
crittergeter@roadrunner.com 
Oxford 
Lori Weaver 
14 Dam Rd 
Errol, NH 03579 
(207)486-3254 
bowwhuntt@yahoo.com 
Penobscot 
Dan Long 
140 Veazie Street 
Old Town, ME 04468 
(207)991-0810 
Dan.long@roadrunner.com 

MBA COUNTY REPS 
REMEMBER, THESE NAMES AND THE CONTACT INFORMATION 

IS LISTED FOR YOU. SEND YOUR COUNTY REP YOUR 
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS ABOUT ANYTHING BOWHUNTING 

RELATED. YOUR COUNTY REP IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RESPONDING TO YOU AND/OR BRINGING YOUR QUESTIONS/

ISSUES UP AT THE NEXT MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING. 
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ing up at 50 yards and you can’t 
swear it’s not an antler. I also 
carry a camera with me; person-
ally I like to take a photo of 
every antler before I pick it up. 
When I go looking for sheds, I 
have to gear down into “shed 
finding mode.” We are always in 
a hurry in the world today, go 
here, go there, so sometimes I 
have to remind myself to slow 
down and pay attention to my 
surroundings. I usually try to 
travel along a deer trail making 
stops every 10-15 yards to really 
look around. It’s amazing how 
well sheds will blend in to the 
surroundings and you feel like 
you are looking for the prover-
bial needle in the haystack. 

At one point this Spring in a 
wood cutting area where there 
were trees and branches every-

(Continued from page 7) where, I found a big shed stuck 
right in among the branches of a 
downed cedar tree, and I was only 
3 feet away! Three days later I 
found the match to that shed 300 
yards away on a tote road used by 
the buck to go from bedding to 
feeding. 

I enjoy shed hunting, because I 
have the chance to find something 
that no one else has seen or 
touched since it fell off the buck’s 
head. I can “harvest” a buck’s ant-
ler and know that he is still out 
there and already growing new 
antlers. Many people sell or make 
things out of the sheds they find, 
but I can’t bring myself to part 
with them or ruin them by cutting 
them up. Not to say I don’t like 
things made of antlers, I have sev-
eral necklaces made by my brother
-in-law, but the sheds I find myself 
are special. My biggest goal I 
would like to accomplish with my 
shed antlers is to someday use a set 
of shed antlers to rattle in and 
harvest the same buck that shed 
the antlers! What are the odds of 
that happening? You just never 
know until you try, and who 
knows, I did find two matched sets 
this year……So to those of you 
who have never looked for sheds, 
give it a try, you just might harvest 
a nice shed! 

It’s amazing how well the sheds blend into the environment. 
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CMD Powersystems, Inc. is Maine’s first choice for generator sales, service and installations. At CMD Powersystems, Inc. we offer our cus-

tomers a large selection of generators by top manufactures along with installation and service plans. With our trained office staff and techni-

cians we are able to service residential, commercial, Marine, RV and portable accounts. 

Our 7,000 square foot facility is conveniently located in the Cold Brook Industrial Park in Hermon Maine. We have a fully stocked parts 

department, four fully stocked service vans and seven trained service technicians along with support staff to serve our customers.  

We also provide other services such as:  * We offer 24 hour emergency service * Turn key installations state wide * Rental Generators * 

Custom manufacturing capabilities * Load banking up to 400kw . 

We're conveniently located on 42 Dave's Way, off the Coldbrook Road in Hermon. If you have any questions, or want to see the generators 

we carry, don't hesitate to call, stop by, or send us an email. 

Phone (207)848-7702  Toll Free (866)848-7702  Fax (207)848-7705 E-mail bill@cmdpowersystems.com 

Call us today and let us set you up with a backup system that won't leave you in the dark!  

These two pictures and the 
information that go with them 
are what is going to help keep the 
sporting heritage in Maine alive. 
These are what it is all about. In 
the picture below is the winner of 
the bow raffle from the Orono 
show. His name is Foster Ash-
more of Verona. I was able to 

deliver the bow after the show 
on Sunday. We would like to 
congratulate Foster on his win-
nings and hope he is enjoying his 
new bow this summer with 
some target practicing.  

The second picture is the Hill 
family from Milo. Nearest is Eli 
(age 6), Noah (age 8), and 
mom, Melissa, all under the 
watchful eye of Dan Long. 

When they first came to the 
booth, Noah wasn't interested 
in shooting the bow, but Eli 
jumped right in. The grandfa-
ther was with the group, and 
told us that Noah loves the out-
doors and loves to "hunt", but 
has no interest in carrying a gun 
or bow.  

They came back around a 
little while later, and this time 
Noah decided to take on his 
brother to see if he could hit a 
balloon, which he did with his 
5th shot, bringing a cheer from 
the folks all standing at the 

range. I then suggested that 
mom jump in there and shoot 
with her kids, which she hap-
pily did, so that I could take a 
picture of them for the newslet-
ter. I handed both of the boys 
NASP hats and shirts when they 
were done. It just seemed like 
the appropriate time to give 
those away. 

ORONO SPORTSMAN SHOW 

WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT 

By Jeff Hopkins 



How to submit articles And Ads 
The Maine Bowhunter welcomes submissions from all MBA members.  If you've got 
something you would like to share with the MBA membership, send it along.  We want 
to hear from you.  Stories, photos, hot topics, even gripes are welcome.  Try to keep 
stories to 500 words or less. Please note the following dates for submission of material.  
 
The Maine Bowhunter is inserted into the Maine Sportsman and sent to the committed 
members of the Maine Bowhunters Association every other month, six times per year.  
 
Ad rates are for camera-ready copy; some assistance in designing ads can also be pro-
vided at our discretion. Submissions by e-mail or on disk are preferred in either MS 
Word or Adobe .pdf format.    
 
Send material to: Lori Weaver editor@mainebowhunters.org 

PAGE 10 THE MAINE BOWHUNTER 

January December 1 

March February 1 

May April 1 

July June 1 

September August 1 

November October 1 

Newsletter Issue Submissions Due 

Ad Size Dimensions Single Issue 6 Issues Per 
Issue Price 

6 issue Price 
Paid in Ad-
vance 

Full Page 7 ½ X 9 $275 $200 $1200 

Half Page 7 ½ X 4 ½ $150 $120 $720 

Quarter Page 3 ¾ X 4 ½ $80 $75 $450 

Eighth Page 1 7/8   X 2 ¼ $60 $50 $300 

Lori Weaver/Paul St.John Editor 
Phone: 207-486-3254 

E-mail: editor@mainebowhunters.org 
 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
OF THE MAINE 
BOWHUNTERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Www.mainebowhunters.org 

New   Renewal      Date:  

Name:         Phone: 

 

Address:  

 

City:       State:    Zip:   

E-mail:  

Membership Type: Individual $25   Family $35                       Individual Life $350 

Individual  65+ with proof of age $20 Couple 65+ with proof of age  $30  

Club or Business Affiliation $95 Corporate Membership $250    Patron $250         V.I.P. $1000 

 

Mail to: Maine Sportsman, 183 State Street, Suite 101, Augusta, ME 04330 

 

MBA Membership Application 
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Social Director: 
Scott Abbott 
(207)947-4597 
social@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Donations 
Keith Dirago 
(207) 751-7942 
donations@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Statistics:  
John Wardwell 
(207) 445-2908 
statistics@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Education 
Bryan Champagne 
(207) 386-2120 
education@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Membership/Supplies/
Affiliations 
Paul St. John 
(207) 693-8233 
membership@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Webmaster  
Paul St. John 
(207) 693-8233 
webmaster@mainebowhunters.org 

President  
Jerome Richard 
(207) 426-2082 
president@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Vice President  
Pete LaMarre 
(207) 443-2706 
vicepresident@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Tina Richard 
(207)426-2082 
treasurer@mainebowhunters.org 
  
 
Secretary: 
Dan Long 
(207) 991-0810 
secretary@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
1st Director at Large  
Jeff Hopkins 
(207) 525-3240 
director1@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
2nd Director at Large 
Vacant 
director2@mainebowhunters.org 
 
 
Legislative Representative 
Don Kliener 
(207)785-4496 
legislative@mainebowhunters.org 
 

MBA DIRECTORS 
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Several people have asked 
me, what is the single best im-
provement to make in order to 
become a better shooter, here 
it is! 

SURPRISE! If you would 
like to be the best shooter you 
can be, making one small 
change could take you over the 
top, surprise! You'll understand 
in a minute. 

The typical bowhunter uses 
a compound bow with a trigger 
finger wrist release or a thumb 
trigger release. If that is you 
answer these questions: When 
you shoot do you hold real 
steady on the bullseye and 
squeeze off the shot just like a 
tournament rifle shooter or do 
you line 'er up and slap the 
trigger? Does the pin sorta 
cruise around and you try to 
anticipate when it will cross the 
bulls eye and trigger it accord-
ingly? Do you not like to shoot 
spots because you can't seem to 
get the pin to go onto the bull-
seye or just don't seem to shoot 
as well at bulls eye targets as 
you do at prints of animals? 

The vast majority of shoot-
ers are slapping their triggers 
and, while you can be a great 
shooter doing that, most people 
can be even better with a little 
trigger work. 

First, most people need to 
shorten up their release so they 
are not activating their trigger 
with their finger extended 
straight out. That is an accuracy 
killer! It is much better to be 
able to curl your finger around 
the trigger and slowly tighten 
the curl to activate the release. 
Then the activation needs to be 
a surprise. 

Start by having a friend pull 
the trigger for you!  That's 

Bow Tech Talk 

MBA 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) Sponsors 

 
Sappi Fine Paper North America 
Stanley Elevator 
Knowles Industrial Services 
G&E Roofing 

right, you draw and hold the 
bow while a friend puts his/her 
finger on the trigger and 
slowly, so you can't feel it, 
squeezes off the shot. You will 
be completely surprised when 
it goes off!  Most shooters 
don't like the feeling at all and 
will quit right here, but those 
of you that repeat this process 
four or five times will learn 
what a shot is supposed to feel 
like even when you trigger 
it!  That's right, it should be a 
surprise just as it is when they 
trigger it but it doesn't have to 
be so abrupt. In other words, 
instead of having you stand 
there scared to death wonder-
ing when this darn thing is 
going off it is good enough if 
you are not sure of the exact 
millisecond it will fire, but are 
aware that it will go off be-
tween 2 and 4 seconds after 
you commit to the shot. By 
tightening up the tension in 
your trigger (NO hair triggers 
allowed!), and sqquuueeeezing 
off the shot correctly you will 
be able to duplicate the sur-
prise effect by yourself. That is 
a huge step to super accuracy 
with a bow. 

A few things will happen 
right away as a result of this 
exercise. Most shooters will 
get worse before they get bet-
ter!  Don't worry, it changes 
back quickly. Please don't 
worry about where the arrows 
are going, learn to trigger a 
surprise release at very close 
distance, try a hundred shots at 
5 yards with a blank target 
face, that's perfect. Also, you 
will realize that you must have 
more patience with your shot, 
and that certain back muscles 
can allow you to hold steadier 
and longer than the shoulder 
muscles we mostly use. Lastly, 

(Continued on page 12) 

By Chas Laversa 



To provide a State-wide organization within which people through individual   memberships, with a common interest in bow-
hunting, may recognize and have means of furthering their interests. 

The Maine Bowhunters Association shall recognize ALL vertical bows as acceptable under the definition of bows provided by the 
International Bowhunter Education Program, which reads: “one that is hand held, hand drawn, and released with nothing 
attached to the bow that will allow the bow to be mechanically held in a drawn or cocked position.”  The Maine Bowhunters 
Association shall not recognize the crossbow under this definition and shall oppose attempts to make the crossbow acceptable 
for use in bow hunting only seasons. 

To foster a spirit of sportsman-like fellowship among all bowhunters. 
To initiate or support selected activities and programs intended, or expected, to emphasize the responsibilities inherit in any 

proper use of the bow and arrow and to protect such continued use and possession on the part of citizens of good repute. 
To strive toward upgrading the sport of bowhunting through education, training, demonstration, dissemination of information, 

and related activities. 
To encourage by education, training, and demonstration, the support of appropriate legislation or other activities, a high level of 

sportsmanship and ethics in any use of the bow and arrow in activities related to the interests of the 
association. 

To educate archers to the fact that bowhunting is a sport of separate from and not to be confused with the 
sport of target/field archery. 

To further the purpose of this association by means of education, demonstration, or other appropriate ac-
tivities directed to the recognition and protection of the rights of others, insofar as they relate to prop-
erty rights, and enjoyment and use of property, and the enforcement of laws and regulations. 

 

The Maine Bowhunters Association is organized and shall be operated: 

Visit the Old Town Archery Center  
and Pro Shop 

300 Main St.  Old Town, ME.  04468 
1-888-827-9489 

www.oldtownarcheryshop.com   
 

Your Archery Pro-Shop  
12  20 30 yard indoor shooting lanes 

3-D  Course and TECHNO-VIDEO HUNTING 
 

Call or Visit Today  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  Noon til 8:00 PM, Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. 

Noon-5:00 (8:00 am-6:00pm on tournament days)    

ask a good archer about firing 
your release with back muscles 
instead of trigger finger muscles. 
It can be done and will yield a 
level of accuracy most people did 
not know they were capable of! 

This information is expanded 
upon in the Gene Brehm Pro-
ductions video "Straight Talk 
From Michael Braden". The 
video is available at many pro 
shops and addresses all the ques-
tions you may have. Michael 
Braden has been a champion in 
all the archery disciplines and is 
widely recognized as the very 
best trigger finger release 
shooter in the world. Drop by 
and we'll play it for you. Our 
goal is to make you as accurate as 
possible because better shooters 
are better hunters!  Good, clean, 
accurate shots produce good, 
quick, humane kills and fabulous 
table fare! 

(Continued from page 11) 

   Everyone needs a little cash 
around Christmas!  

  The Maine Bowhunters Asso-
ciation will be writing a check 
for ONE THOUSAND DOL-
LARS CASH on November 30th 
2008 to the winner of the CASH 
for Christmas raffle.  Hopefully, 
it is to YOU!  

   Tickets are available by mail or 
from one of the many “happy to 
sell you one” officers of the or-
ganization.  Tickets are FIVE 
DOLLARS each and are a much 
better investment than a variety 
store scratch ticket. Besides, you 
are supporting the efforts of your 
lobbyist, the NASP team, and 
the many county reps.  Should 
you be the seller of the winning 
ticket, you will receive TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS cash for 
your efforts  

   Only one thousand tickets will 
be sold.   

   You can purchase them by 
mail, by sending a check or mon-
ies to Robb Cotiaux  

91 Tufts Road, New Gloucester, 
Maine, 04260.  Questions? Call 
926-5392. 

    Other great uses of the money 
are: buy the winter oil, purchase 
a new bow at one of our sup-
porting affiliates, go on a 2009 
hunting trip, do what you should 
do and reward all you love with 
a great Christmas gift!  

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS  

Bruce Bragg the MBA’s latest raffle 
winner. 

Tickets are available NOW!  
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