
         I hope everybody had a 
successful 2010 bowhunting 
season no matter what you were 
hunting! I know for Tina and I, 
we had a great year even if we 
didn’t harvest a big game animal 
with a bow, but we enjoyed 
every season this year despite 
having to go to work to make a 
living. I just have too many hob-
bies and my job seems to be 
getting in the way of fun! I’m 
sure many of you fall into the 
same category.  

 

 2010 Marsh Island BLIP 

     This was the third year that 
the MBA worked with IF&W to 
eliminate some of the deer prob-
lems at Marsh Island. This year’s 
team did a good job despite the 
crazy weather with heat, heavy 
rains, and wind, with very little 
“ideal” weather conditions. The 
deer reduction program ran 
from September 27th thru Octo-
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ber 16th with no hunting on Sun-
days. I’m happy to report that 
the team of bowhunters har-
vested 40 deer even in the ad-
verse conditions and even better 
the group donated 26 of those 
deer to people in need. This is 
the second most successful BLIP 
in the history of the MBA. Last 
year the group harvest 46 deer 
and donated 31 deer which at 
that time was more deer than the 
total combined deer harvest 
from the Wells Reserve BLIP. 

     It is the goal of the MBA to 
get this area opened to bowhunt-
ing as a part of the Expanded 
Archery Zone and we hope that 
this can happen as soon as possi-
ble. It would be great to have 
that accomplished in time for the 
2011 Expanded Archery Season, 
but much will depend on who 
the next IF&W Commissioner 
will be in Augusta. Many hunters 
have been very upset with the 
MBA over this program and I 
believe most of it is from mis-
trust and some misunderstanding 
about the program. If this gets 
turned into an Expanded Arch-
ery Zone for next year I hope 
those that were against the pro-
gram will take a second look and 
see that we stood by our word to 
help create hunting opportunities 
for all of us by using the BLIP 

program as it was originally de-
signed by IF&W and the MBA.  

     The MBA BLIP program is 
modeled after what other states 
in the U.S. have to deal with, 
urban deer problems. This pro-
gram isn’t something new under 
the sun. It was developed in 
cooperation between IF&W and 
the MBA using the same format 
as other states. For the MBA it is 
a great chance to create more 
bowhunting opportunities for all 
of us that did not exist before. 

 

 Landowner/Land User of 
the Year Award Ceremony 

     Many people may not know 
about the Landowner/Land User 
of the Year Award, but it was 
originally hosted by the Maine 
Snowmobile Association along 
with the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife as a 
way to recognize and thank the 
generous landowners that make 
our outdoor activities possible. 
This year the Maine Bowhunters 
Association nominated the city of 
Old Town as the “2009 Public 
Landowner of the Year” because 
of the success of the Marsh Island 
BLIP program. City Manager 

(Continued on page 2) 

February 26th-27th—
Penobscot Fly Fishers Cabin 
Fever Reliever, Brewer 

March 11-13th-Orono, 73rd 
Annual Eastern Maine 
Sportsmans  Show 

March 18th-20th—
Waterville, 7th Annual Pine 
State Sportsman’s Show 

March 26th & 27th—Presque 
Isle, 13th Annual Presque Isle 
Fish & Game Club 
Sportsman’s Show 

April 1st-3rd—Augusta, 31st 
Annual State of Maine 
Sportsman’s Show 

April 23rd—Augusta  at The 
Calumet Club, MBA Banquet 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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Central Maine Archery, LLC, 
PO Box 1297              
Auburn, ME 04211-1297 
(207)345-9503 
http://www.centralmainearchery.com 

 
Kittery Trading Post 
PO Box 904 
Kittery, ME 03904 
(207) 439 - 2700 

 
LL Bean 
95 Main Street 
Freeport, ME 04032 
(207)865-1082 
http://www.llbean.com 

 
Seven Islands Land Company 
PO Box 1168 
Bangor, ME 04402 
 

 
The Old Town Archery Shop 
300 Main St.  
Old Town, ME 04468 
(207)827-9489 
 http:/www.oldtownarcheryshop.com 
 

 

MBA affiliates 

PLEASE 

SUPPORT 

THE  

AFFILIATES 

THAT 

SUPPORT 

YOUR MBA! 

work. It really made me appreci-
ate how much hard work and 
time is put in by a small group of 
people to make this hunt possi-
ble, that the vast majority of 
hunters don’t realize.  

 

 Northwoods Sporting Jour-
nal 

     In case you have not heard, 
the Maine Bowhunters Associa-
tion has changed the free sub-
scription that comes to every 
MBA member. The MBA will be 
moving to the Northwoods 
Sporting Journal starting with 
the January 2011 issue. As exist-
ing MBA memberships expire 
with the current Maine Sports-
man subscription, all renewals 
will receive the Northwoods 
Sporting Journal. This change 
will also affect our MBA Lifetime 
members and the MBA will still 
cover the free subscription to the 
Northwoods Sporting Journal to 
our lifetime members. 

     In addition, several pro arch-
ery shops have agreed to provide 
10% discounts on archery equip-
ment (some restrictions may 
apply) with a valid, current MBA 
membership identification card. 
We will continue to work with 
other archery shops to increase 
this list. Currently the list of 
archery shops that have agreed to 
the discount for MBA members 
are: 

Peggy Daigle and City Council 
Member David Mahan made the 
trip down from Old Town to the 
Augusta Civic Center to accept 
the award which included a spe-
cial plaque, a framed duck stamp 
print, and a copy of the nomina-
tion letter along with a terrific 
dinner at this ceremony.  

     Many people probably don’t 
realize that it took approximately 
20 years of meeting and discus-
sions between the cities of Old 
Town, Orono, the University of 
Maine, and the Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife before they came up 
with a solution to the deer prob-
lem on Marsh Island by using the 
MBA BLIP program. In the 3 
years that we have done the 
Marsh Island BLIP we have 
eliminated about 100 deer in an 
area the size of 1 square mile. 
Now, after 3 years of the MBA 
BLIP on the island, there may be 
a possibility to make it an Ex-
panded Archery Zone.  

     Another person that should 
be recognized for making this 
possible is, IF&W Regional Bi-
ologist Mark Caron who worked 
with Peggy Daigle for several 
years to get this deer reduction 
effort started. Peggy spoke at the 
ceremony and said that when she 
first met Mark Caron he had 
dark hair and now Mark has very 
gray hair due to all his hard 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 Old Town Archery Center – 
Old Town 

Moosehead Trail Trading Post – 
Palmyra  

Alder Brook Archery – Corinna 

Audette’s Hardware & Sporting 
Goods – Winthrop  

Central Maine Archery – Au-
burn  

Lakeside Archery – North Yar-
mouth  

      All MBA newsletters will be 
accessed thru the MBA website 
for everyone to open and read. 
The MBA is no longer printing 
and mailing out the newsletter, 
but will have a full page in the 

Northwoods Sporting Journal to 
be used by the MBA for addi-
tional updates and information.  

     Also, in case you are not 

(Continued on page 3) 
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DRAWING  

BY 

TINA RICHARDS 

aware the Maine Bowhunters 
Association website has been 
redesigned and improved for our 
members to help with this transi-
tion. People can now access 
MBA newsletters in full color as 
far back as September 2007 to 
the present. Membership forms 
and stat sheets will be easy to 
access and download for your 
use. We would like people that 
have harvested big game animals 
with archery equipment to send 
us your digital game photos and 
we will enter the digital photo in 
the MBA photo gallery of the 
website too. 

 

 2011 Sportsman’s Show 
Schedule 

     Get ready another year of the 
sportsman’s shows is right 
around the corner and the MBA 
will be attending these shows 
plus bring the National Archery 
in the Schools Program (NASP) 
Youth Archery Shoot to the 
shows as well. Here is the listing 
of shows: 

 

 Penobscot Fly Fishers – Cabin 
Fever Reliever, February 26 
& 27, 2011 – Brewer Audi-
torium 

73rd Annual Eastern Maine 
Sportsman’s Show, March 
11, 12, & 13, 2011 – Uni-
versity of Maine at Orono 

7th Annual Pine Tree State 
Sportsman’s Show, March 
18, 19, & 20, 2011 – Sukee 
Ice Arena in Winslow 

13th Annual Presque Isle Fish & 
Game Club Sportsman’s 
Show, March 26 & 27, 
2011 – University of Maine 
Presque Isle 

31st Annual State of Maine 
Sportsman’s Show, April 1, 
2, & 3, 2011 – Augusta 
Civic Center 

(Continued from page 2)  

 MBA Annual Banquet 

     The Annual MBA Banquet 
will soon be here again! The 
banquet is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 23, 2011 at the Calu-
met Club in Augusta with doors 
opening at 5:00pm and dinner at 
6:00pm.  We were very fortu-
nate last year with the tremen-
dous support from our pro arch-
ery shops and other donors. The 
MBA was able to send several 
kids to the Bryant Pond 4-H 
Camp & Learning Center thanks 
to the donations by the late Mark 
Peeler. 

     We are hoping for the same 
success this year too. It is a great 
time of the year with warm 
weather and just prior to the 
2011 Spring Turkey Season. We 
welcome everyone to come and 
join in the celebration. Last year 
we auctioned off 8 youth bows 
with some as a package kit, so if 
you have a child that might be 
interested in archery, please 
bring them. 

     If you need banquet tickets, 
please call me at 314-2885. 

 2010 Big Game Stat Sheets 

     I want to remind everyone to 
please get your 2010 Big Game 
Stat Sheets mailed in before 
January 31, 2011 for any big 
game that was harvested with 
archery equipment during 2010. 
Last year, at the banquet, we 
received over 125 stat sheets, 
including in-state and out-of-
state, deer, bear, turkey, moose, 
elk, and wild pigs. Remember, 
be proud of any big game animal 
that was legally harvested with 
archery equipment no matter 
how big or small, they are all 
trophies. The data we receive is 
shared with the Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife, so your contribution of 
the data can be of benefit to our 
wildlife management plans. 

 

 Old Town Archery Center  
and Pro Shop 

 
300 Main St.  Old Town, ME.  04468 

1-888-827-9489 
www.oldtownarcheryshop.com   

 

Your Archery Pro-Shop  
12  20 30 yard indoor shooting lanes 

3-D  Course and TECHNO-VIDEO HUNTING 
 

Call or Visit Today  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  Noon til 8:00 

PM, Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. Noon-5:00 (8:00 am-6:00pm 
on tournament days)    
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the winter relying on fat reserves 
for as much as 40% of daily nu-
tritional needs. 

• Energy conservation during 
winter months to slow fat loss. 

• Selection of specific winter 
habitat offering features that 
enhances their effort to conserve 
energy. 

“Yarding” up with other deer to 
share the energetic cost of main-
taining a winter trail network 
that provides access to cover and 
browse and escape routes from 
predation. 

Undesired Impacts of Win-
ter Feeding 

• Feeding deer in late fall may 
disrupt deer migration to natural 
wintering areas. 

• Concentrates deer in un-
naturally small areas reducing 
size and effectiveness of trail 
networks. 

• Concentrating deer in 
smaller areas can actually in-
crease predation by coyotes. 

• Concentrating deer in 
smaller areas may increase their 
vulnerability to diseases such as 
Chronic Wasting Disease. 

• Concentrating deer in 
smaller areas can literally kill all 
vegetation within their reach 
over one to several hundred 
acres, impacting regeneration 
and reducing the forest's ability 
to shelter deer. 

• Long-term impacts on deer 
behavior as they lose their wari-
ness toward people. 

• Feeding sites near homes 
also place deer at greater risk of 
death from free-roaming dogs. 

• Feeding sites can signifi-
cantly increase deer/vehicle 
collisions. 

  WINTER FEEDING OF 
WHITE-TAILED DEER:  

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 

BY JOHN PRATTE 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

SUPERVISOR 

 

      When it comes to winter 
feeding of deer in Maine the 
adage might be; “if you care, let 
them fend for themselves”. De-
spite a sincere concern for wild 
deer many people will do more 
harm than good and may be kill-
ing them with kindness. In win-
ter the bacteria within the deer 
stomach are different from bac-
teria in spring, summer, and fall. 
This change in bacteria enables 
deer to digest a diet of woody 
browse during winter months. 
Offering food items during this 
period other then woody browse 
requires different bacteria in the 
stomach to complete digestion. 

      As you will learn, three main 
factors impact winter survival; 1] 
winter severity, 2] availability of 
high quality foods in the fall, and 
3] adequate softwood cover in 
the winter.  Below we have out-
lined some of the undesired im-
pacts of supplemental feeding 
and provided alternative oppor-
tunities to help improve winter 
survival of deer.  In most cases 
supplemental feeding does not 
reduce deer losses during winter 
and in some cases actually in-
creases losses.  All though abnor-
mally severe winters will inevita-
bly cause periodic declines in 
deer abundance, healthy and 
naturally-fed deer do not require 
a handout to thrive in Maine. 

 Winter Adaptations of Deer 

• Increase food intake during 
September and October, increas-
ing fat accumulation by as much 
as 20 – 30%. 

• Reduce food intake 
(regardless of availability) during 

• Deer may actually starve 
when fed supplemental foods 
during winter if they have a 
full belly of indigestible foods. 

• Providing inadequate 
amounts of supplemental 
foods can actually cause mal-
nutrition in normally healthy 
deer populations. 

• Spoiled or moldy feed 
may be ingested and can be 
fatal. 

• Deer compete aggres-
sively for scarce, high-quality 
foods and only the strongest, 
most dominant deer (who 
would have survived the win-
ter anyway) gain access to 
food, while deer most vulner-
able to starvation in winter 
(usually fawns) are denied 
access to supplemental feed by 
more aggressive deer. 

• Deer may die from eating 
too much feed at one time. 

• Ending a feeding opera-
tion prematurely will lead to 
nutritional problems for deer 
that have become dependent 
on supplemental feed. 

Supplemental feeding is ex-
pensive with each deer requir-
ing 2 to 3 lbs of grain per day. 

 Practices to Minimize 
Undesirable Impacts of 
Feeding 

• The best option is to not 
feed deer at all, but if you 
choose to than read on. 

• Locate deer feeding sites 

1/2 mile or more from 
plowed roads to minimize 
road-kill losses. 

• Distribute supplemental 
feed in many locations to re-
duce competition among deer. 

• Do not feed: Hay, corn, 
kitchen scraps, potatoes, or 
cabbage/lettuce trimmings. 

• Proper feed includes: 
natural browse items 
(dogwood, striped maple, red 
maple, white cedar, or witch 
hobble), apples, oats, or 
acorns given as diet supple-
ments. Best supplemental food 
is a complete horse, dairy, or 
deer formulation in pellet 
form; approx. 14% protein or 
greater. 

• Deer require up to three 
weeks to adjust to new foods. 

• Once a feeding program 
is begun, do not terminate 
until spring greenery emerges. 

• People who feed a few 
deer in December should ex-
pect to buy food for consid-
erably more deer by February. 

Watch for over-browsing or 
stripping bark off trees, this 
can be an indication of too 
many deer and not enough 
food. 

 Preferred Alternatives 
for Landowners 

• Take an active role in 
managing your woodlands to 
improve deer habitat natu-

(Continued on page 5) 
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fit of these efforts. 

• There are a number of ave-
nues for assistance if you are 
interested in improving wildlife 
habitat: 

ο The USDA Natural Re-
source Conservation Service 
offers many programs that can 
assist the landowner with cost-
sharing programs, educational 
materials, and technical advice, 

ο Enlist the services of a li-
censed forester, 

ο Contact your Maine Forest 
Service District Forester; 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/m
fs/fpm/df_visit.htm 

ο Utilize online resources, or 

Contact your Regional MDIFW 
office. 

JANUARY 2011 

FINS AND FURS ADVENTURES 
Carroll & Lila Ware, owners of Fins and Furs Adventures now 
offer spectacular bow, rifle and black powder hunts for huge 
whitetails in western Kentucky. This world-class outfitter in-
cludes all amenities including a brand new lodge, semi-private 
rooms, great food, knowledgeable guides and best of all, large 
numbers of whitetail bucks. Carroll hunted for three days in 
November, 2010 and saw (by actual count) 51 deer in three 
days! 
Archery season begins in early September and runs through 
mid-January. This outfitter owns 1000 acres of prime deer 
habitat and enjoys an exclusive-use lease on an additional 4000 
acres, with more to come in 2011. Our archery hunters typi-
cally hunt from either ladder or climbing stands, and box 
blinds are available for those who prefer not to climb. Eight 
hunters is the maximum here. Travel assistance and references 
are available at request. 
This outfitter mandates an antler score of a minimum 130 
Pope & Young score. This ensures a sensible management plan 
geared towards producing trophy hunting for world-class 
whitetails. 
For further information and literature about this world-class 
hunting experience, contact:Fins and Furs Adventures 

Carroll & Lila Ware  Email: finsandfursadventures@beeline- 
32 Greenwood Ave.                online.net 
Skowhegan, ME 04976 
207-474-5430              WEB: finsandfursadventures.com 

ο Hardwood stands can be 
managed to favor acorn 
and/or beechnut production, 
and 

ο Wetlands can be im-
proved to diversify forages for 
deer. 

• Team up with your 
neighbor to increase the bene-

rally. 

• Key is to maintain suffi-
cient amounts of high-quality 
wintering habitat. 

• The Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life (MDIFW) encourages 
landowners to develop a man-
agement plan for their wood-
lands to provide optimal win-
ter and/or summer habitat 
(depending on applicability) 
for deer. 

• Many wood harvesting 
practices are good for deer, 
while also providing income 
from timber production. 
Some practices, such as weed-
ing, thinning, crop tree selec-
tion, and firewood cutting can 

(Continued from page 4) provide immediate benefits for 
deer, and simultaneously en-
hance the value of future tim-
ber sales. 

• Timing one's forest man-
agement activities to occur 
during winter also provides 
deer with a large amount of 
natural browse, when they can 
best use it. 

• Many practices improve 
year-round habitat for deer 
and other wildlife: 

ο Apple trees can be re-
leased from competition to 
encourage better production 
of fall foods, 

ο Small fields can be 
planted with cool season for-
ages for deer, 

Figure 1.  Inappropriate 
winter feeding of hay 
within a Deer Wintering 
Area.  Note how high con-
centrations of deer have 
consumed all available 
browse indicating that deer 
densities have exceeded 
local carrying capacities. 



eliminating spray.  The most 

important piece of scent control 

gear I have, is my carbon lined 

hood, that covers my head and 

mouth.  Most of the scent from 

your body comes from your head 

and mouth.  I don’t like to shoot 

with the cloth covering my 

mouth though, due to losing the 

feel of my anchor, so I pull it 

down and nose breath when I see 

a deer.  If you don’t believe in 

carbon lined clothing, I have a 

test for you to try.  Breath into 

an ordinary double layer of cloth 

for 6 or 7 hours, then smell it.  

You won’t like what you smell.  

Then breath into a carbon lined 

mask for a few days, and then 

smell it.  You won’t smell a 

thing.  Carbon lined clothing is 

expensive, but if you can’t afford 

a complete suit, at least buy a 

hood with a face mask.  Use the 

other methods I mentioned, and 

you’ll reduce your scent by at 

least 90%.   

     Good scent control helps you 

in many ways.  You should still 

play the wind when you place 

your stands, and chose the ap-

propriate stand for the wind.  If 

deer come in from a different 

direction than you expect, how-

ever, you’ll be glad you used 

good scent control.  It could 

very well give you that edge you 

need to “make it happen.”  An-

other important factor for the 

bowhunter, is when you first see 

a deer, you usually can’t take the 

shot because it’s coming in to-

wards you, providing you with a 
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     Scent control has been a topic 

of discussion amongst deer hunt-

ers for some time.  I know eve-

ryone has their own opinion on 

this topic.  In this article, all I’m 

doing is explaining the scent 

control regiment that I use.  

Some people may find it obses-

sive, while others may think I’m 

missing some important ele-

ments.  

     Most people tend to think I’m 

a bit fanatical about this, but I am 

thoroughly convinced that it 

makes a world of difference.  

Yeah, I know, your uncle wears 

cheap cologne and smokes a 

cigar while he’s hunting and kills 

his deer every year.  I wonder 

how many deer he would see if 

he didn’t smoke that cigar, and 

used god scent control.  And, I 

would guess he doesn't have 20 - 

30 close white-tail encounters at 

under 20 yards per year, with a 

bow in his hand.  That is what I 

consider a fairly good archery 

season, and have had many sea-

sons like that.  I think one im-

portant component of that suc-

cess is from diligent scent con-

trol.  Here is my regime.  The 

first thing I do after having my 

morning coffee and a small 

breakfast is to brush my teeth 

and tongue thoroughly with 

baking soda, twice.  I think most 

of the scent from your body 

comes from your mouth.  Baking 

soda does a pretty good job of 

keeping odor causing bacteria 

down to a minimum.  Next, I 

wash my body and hair thor-

oughly with scent eliminating 

body wash.  Then I apply a lib-

eral amount of scent free de-

odorant.  Then I go out onto my 

porch where I keep 2 buckets of 

clothes.  One has my first layer 

of socks t-shirts, and underwear 

in it.  It also has baking soda 

sprinkled between every layer, 

as well as a few fir boughs.  The 

other bucket has my middle layer 

of clothes, such as sweat shirts 

and sweat pants, with the baking 

soda and boughs added.  Then I 

get in my vehicle to drive to my 

spot.  Oh, my vehicle interior 

has been sprayed down with 

scent eliminating spray and also 

has baking soda in it to absorb 

any odors that get into the vehi-

cle.  When I get to my spot, I 

avoid the exhaust of my vehicle, 

and walk into the woods where I 

have another bucket hidden.  In 

that bucket, I have a carpet to 

stand on, my boots, and a carbon 

lined bag with my carbon lined 

outer garments inside.  I also 

have a small container of acti-

vated charcoal powder in there 

that I sprinkle a small amount of 

on and into my boots.  I put that 

final layer of clothing on there in 

the woods, and spray my boots 

and all of my gear with scent 

terrible “quartering toward” 

shot.  In this case you must let 

the deer pass, and take the quar-

tering away shot.  This gives the 

deer much more of a chance to 

get downwind of you.  You’ll be 

very glad you used good scent 

control methods in this common 

situation.  Finally, when you 

leave your stand, your scent is 

still in the area for awhile after 

you leave.  The deer may very 

well come in shortly after you’ve 

left, and get your scent, making 

them less likely to frequent your 

area.  If you don’t use good scent 

control, you’ll “burn out” your 

location much more quickly. 

     Another little thing I do is 

consciously step in deer drop-

pings that I see in the area, on 

the way to my stand.  Why not? 

     Now with all of this scent 

control I use, I am also totally 

convinced that human urine 

doesn’t bother a deer at all.  I 

will urinate out of my stand 

without a bit of concern.  I did it 

this past season, and had 9 deer 

come in on me shortly after I 

urinated from my stand.  One of 

them walked within a foot of my 

tree, and walked right over the 

spot where I urinated.  Another 

one walked within 7 yards of my 

stand, directly downwind of me 

and quickly transformed from a 

deer into venison. 

      Yes, I'm a scent control fa-

natic, but have decided to stop 

gargling with doe urine this year.  

Wink, Wink. 

SCENT CONTROL 

By The Environmentalist Hunter 

John H. Hunt 
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LANDOWNER OF  THE YEAR AWARD FOR 2009 

     

 Re: 2009 Nomination for Landowner of the Year 

                                                                                                               July 12, 2010 

     The Maine Bowhunters Association would like to nominator the City of Old Town, ME for Landowner of the Year. The city leadership 
has been very supportive in creating opportunities for bowhunters to accomplish a need that the city required to control overwhelming 
deer population. The leadership of the town, including the City Council and the City Manager, had a very long and controversial battle to 
convince the citizens of the town to accept a very limited controlled deer hunt on the city owned property of Old Town under the guid-
ance of Maine Inland Fisheries & Wildlife and the Maine Bowhunters Association. 

 
      At some risk to the City Council members and the City Manager, they supported allowing certified bowhunters from the Maine Bow-
hunters Association to use the same property as other town residents that use the town property for walking, running, and biking trails. 
Marsh Island had been designated as a “No Hunting Zone” for approximately 60 years. The first trial of the controlled hunt was done in 
December 2008 and then again in October 2009 with outstanding success. In 2009 a total of 46 deer were harvested and no conflicts be-
tween bowhunters and town residents occurred, plus 31 of the harvested deer were donated to nearby residents.  

 
      The leadership of Old Town took a chance to prove that bowhunting could co-exist with other town uses plus it saved the local tax-
payer money by not resorting to other costly methods to eliminate deer that caused traffic accidents and other social economic problems. It 
is hoped that this limited control hunt will lead to acceptance by the local residents and eventually the area could be opened to hunting in 
the very near future. 

 
      The Maine Bowhunters Association believes this nominee earns recognition because so many people came out a winner by “thinking 
outside the box” to evaluate the “no hunting policy” which also allowed more people to use the same property. Examples of the win-win 
situation includes: potential to decrease deer/vehicle collisions in the area, potential to decrease possible tick-borne illnesses such as Lyme 
disease, provide food for local residents in needy situations, and eliminate a financial burden to the city to pay for other methods to resolve 
the deer population issue.  

 

                                                                         Sincerely,  

                                                                         Jerome Richard, 

                                                                        President, MBA 
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help in the recovery of the deer 
population by limiting some of 
our opportunities if need be. 

 Other ideas such as “point 
restrictions” were discussed, but 
this idea is not supported by 
IF&W, or many hunters, because 
it isn’t good for hunter recruit-
ment especially with youth hunt-
ers. One member of the work-
shop felt a 3-point restriction on 
one antler would help, but this 
would lead to lower deer harvest 
rates for several years which 
would “further frustrate already 
frustrated deer hunters”. Some 
states have already implemented 
“point restrictions” with various 
degrees of success and failure. 
Someone even brought up “trap 
and transport” of deer which is 
well documented that this 
method of relocating deer has 
very poor results and high cost. 

 As you can probably deter-
mine there is no quick fix to the 
current deer situation. In my 
Legislative Report in the March 
2010 MBA Newsletter, page 6, 
titled “An Overview of the Cur-
rent Deer Situation in Maine” 
there are many things that con-
tribute to the problem and there 
are many things that could re-
solve the problem. Not any one 
thing will fix this issue. At the 
Deer Workshop one of the 
IF&W biologist made it clear, if 
they had all the funding and re-
sources today, right now, it 
would still take at least a decade 
for the deer population to return 
to pre-2007 conditions.  

 I believe the hunting com-
munity must be patience while 
we all work through this situa-
tion. We have to pull together to 
find solutions that work and not 
rush to judgment or finger point-
ing.  We have a lot of talented 
people working on this problem 
and some of the decisions will be 
tough and we will have to work 

(Continued on page 12) 

gists in the room agreed that the 
areas with both deer and turkey 
living together have plenty of 
feed to support many more deer 
than already exist. It may seem 
like the turkeys have taken over, 
but we normally see the turkeys 
in the day time feeding and we 
don’t see the nocturnal feeding 
time of deer at night. 

 Some discussion came up 
about bear predation and many 
people in the workshop were 
against any change in the length 
of the fall bear season or intro-
duction of a spring bear hunt. 
Most felt this to be a knee jerk 
reaction to blame bears for 
spring fawn mortality rates along 
with coyotes without some good 
science based data to support any 
changes. Currently guides in 
Maine cannot sell out a whole 4 
week fall bear season, so what 
good would an extension do 
anyway. As one guide said dur-
ing the meeting, “there isn’t a 
waiting line at the Kittery Bridge 
for customers wanting to go bear 
hunting”. We need to also re-
member that guides in the north 
half of the state only have moose 
and bear hunts  to survive on 
now, so they do not want to 
jeopardize that part of their busi-
ness by overharvesting bear or 
moose to make up for lost deer 
hunting clients. 

 I don’t think you win many 
friends by trying to convince the 
general public that we hunters 
need to kill more bear and coyo-
tes to protect the deer popula-
tion, so that hunters can turn 
around and kill the deer. This is 
why it is called wildlife manage-
ment and we hunters are to be 
good stewards of the land and 
wildlife by being good conserva-
tionists. We did have 2 bad win-
ters back to back, but we need to 
be willing to review what hunt-
ing opportunities we may or may 
not have that contributed to this 
situation or what could we do to 

who come to Maine each year. 
Direct economic impacts directly 
attributable to the use of these 
resources amount to over ½ 
billion dollars annually.” Both 
consumptive and non-
consumptive users must support 
this resource.  

 Discussion covered winter 
deer yards, habitat improve-
ment, and food plots from vari-
ous groups including what large 
landowners were currently doing 
under the Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI). Currently over 
8.0 million acres are certified as 
SFI plus there is a huge amount 
in the unorganized territory that 
is in conservation easements.  
Rangeley Region Guides and 
Sportsmen’s Association and the 
Quality Deer Management Asso-
ciation discussed what they are 
doing in the Rangeley area with 
creating food plots. Also, the 
Aroostook County Conservation 
Association is doing the same 
type of project with creating a 
winter food source for the deer 
in their region of the state. The 
importance of soil testing and 
proper seed selection came up 
with all the groups using this 
method to help with fall and 
winter deer feed. Please note 
these food plots are not for hunt-
ing purposes, but purely for 
winter survival of the deer. 

 Some issues we will never 
be able to resolve for protection 
of deer populations, such as the 
coyote snaring program, which 
will never come back due to a 
consent agreement. Coyote 
hunting was discussed including 
how to promote the sport of 
coyote hunting and its problems, 
wanton waste isn’t an issue with 
coyotes, and tagging issues for 
coyotes. 

 Some discussion came up 
about the impact of turkeys on 
deer habitat, which deer and 
turkey do have some overlapping 
diet; however, all of the biolo-

Legislative Re-
port 

By Jerome Richard 

 On Tuesday, December 
14, 2010, Senator Trahan spon-
sored a one-day Deer Workshop 
at the SAM headquarters in Au-
gusta. The purpose of the Deer 
Workshop was “to create a com-
prehensive deer initiative for 
Maine.  Senator Trahan hopes 
and expects  Governor-elect 
Paul Lepage to work with him to 
enact and implement the initia-
tive.” This workshop was well 
represented by many people 
from IF&W including John 
Boland, Mark Stadler, Lee Kan-
tar, John Pratte, and Sandy 
Ritchie. Representative of large 
landowners and guide services 
were also represented at this 
meeting along with outdoor 
writers from Maine and many 
hunting groups including the 
MBA. 

 As you can imagine there 
were many topics that were 
discussed to help resolve the 
current deer crisis in Maine, 
from funding of the Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife for studies and research 
on deer, bear, and moose, im-
proving winter deer yards, habi-
tat, predation, and more.  

 Hopefully Governor-elect 
Lepage will keep his campaign 
promise about supporting the 
1/8 of 1% of the existing sale tax 
contribution to the Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife plus an additional $13 
million from the General Fund 
to restore the department so 
they can meet their mission.  
From the IF&W Mission State-
ment, “Assuring the conservation 
and use of these resources is vital 
to the state’s economy. Fish and 
wildlife continue to be highly 
valued by Maine people and 
hundreds of thousands of people 
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To be eligible for MBA big game awards you Must, complete 
this form, have paid membership 30 days prior to harvest, sub-
mit a certified weight slip (heart and liver included), submit 
photo of harvested animal and $5 if you wish to receive the 
patch to MBA, P.O Box 5026, Augusta, ME 04332 before 
January 31. 

The following categories are eligible for a certificate and a 
patch: 

        In state---- Buck, Doe, Bear, Moose and Turkey 

       Out of state----Buck, Doe, Bear, Moose and Turkey 

       Plus out of state -- Caribou and Pronghorn 

 Miscellaneous  categories receive a certificate only.  

Please Print 

Hunter Information 

Name:____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

City/State:_________________________________ 

Zip:__________                    Phone:______________ 

Age:______       Sex:_______Yrs Bowhunted:_______ 

Harvest Information: 

Date:__________________  Time:______________ 

At time of first shot the animal was: 

Laying     Standing     Walking     Running 

Animals position relative to the hunter: 

Qtr. Towards     Broadside     Qtr. Away     Heading Away 

Distance of First Shot:__________ 

Total of shots Taken:___________  Total Hits:_______ 

Position of Hits:______________________________ 

Penetration:_________________________________ 

Time Waited Before Tracking:____________________ 

Recovery Distance:____________________________ 

Time From First Hit To Recovery:_________________ 

Misc.infoHunting Information:  

Town/Country:_______________________________ 

State/Providence:_____________________________  

Method:     Stand     Blind     Still     Stalk 

Lure:      Bait     Decoy     Rattle     Call     None 

Cover Scent:     Fox     Skunk     Other     None 

Weather:____________________________________ 

Equipment Information: 

Type of Bow:     Long     Recurve     Compound 

Brand of 
Bow:______________________________________ 

Draw Weight:___________            Sights:  YES/NO 

Type of Arrow:     Wood     Aluminum     Glass     Carbon 

Arrow Length:_________        Overdraw:  YES/NO 

Fletching:      Feathers      Vanes 

If Stand Used, Type:    Ladder    Strap on    Climber    Sling     
Permanent 

Type of Camo Used:   Forest    Mossy Oak    Advantage    
Snow    Treebark    Fluorescent     
Other__________________ 

Turkey Scoring Formula: 

Weight________Beard________L.Spur______R.Spur__
____ 

Weight (in pounds)_____+2 x Beard Length_____+10 x 
Length of Each Spur______Total_______ 

Game Information: 

Animal 
Taken:______________________________________ 

Sex:______  Weight:________ 

Weight Verified:_____________________________ 

                               (signature of Witness) 

If Antlers Present, Total Points:________________ 

MBA BIG GAME STATISTICS SHEET 



How to submit articles And Ads 

The Maine Bowhunter welcomes submissions from all MBA members.  If you've got 
something you would like to share with the MBA membership, send it along.  We want 
to hear from you.  Stories, photos, hot topics, even gripes are welcome.  Try to keep 
stories to 500 words or less. Please note the following dates for submission of material.  
 

The Maine Bowhunter is inserted into the Maine Sportsman and sent to the committed 

members of the Maine Bowhunters Association every other month, six times per year.  

 
Ad rates are for camera-ready copy; some assistance in designing ads can also be pro-
vided at our discretion. Submissions by e-mail or on disk are preferred in either MS 
Word or Adobe .pdf format.    
 
Send material to: Lori Weaver editor@mainebowhunters.org 
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January December 1 

March February 1 

May April 1 

July June 1 

September August 1 

November October 1 

Newsletter Issue Submissions Due 

Ad Size Dimensions Single Issue 6 Issues Per 
Issue Price 

6 issue Price 
Paid in Ad-
vance 

Full Page 7 ½ X 9 $275 $200 $1200 

Half Page 7 ½ X 4 ½ $150 $120 $720 

Quarter Page 3 ¾ X 4 ½ $80 $75 $450 

Eighth Page 1 7/8   X 2 ¼ $60 $50 $300 

Lori Weaver/Paul St.John Editor 
Phone: 207-486-3254 

E-mail: editor@mainebowhunters.org 
 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 

OF THE MAINE 

BOWHUNTERS 

ASSOCIATION 

Www.mainebowhunters.org 

New   Renewal      Date:  

Name:         Phone: 

 

Address:  

 

City:       State:    Zip:   

E-mail:  

Membership Type: Individual $25 Family $35 Individual Life $350 MBA Newsletter only—Electronic form $15 

Individual  65+ with proof of age $20 Couple 65+ with proof of age  $30  

Club or Business Affiliation $95 Corporate Membership $250    Patron $250         V.I.P. $1000 

 

Mail to: Maine Bowhunters Association, PO Box 5026, Augusta, ME 04330 

 

MBA Membership Application 
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To provide a State-wide organization within which people through individual   memberships, with a common interest in bow-
hunting, may recognize and have means of furthering their interests. 

The Maine Bowhunters Association shall recognize ALL vertical bows as acceptable under the definition of bows provided by the 
International Bowhunter Education Program, which reads: “one that is hand held, hand drawn, and released with nothing 
attached to the bow that will allow the bow to be mechanically held in a drawn or cocked position.”  The Maine Bowhunters 
Association shall not recognize the crossbow under this definition and shall oppose attempts to make the crossbow acceptable 
for use in bow hunting only seasons. 

To foster a spirit of sportsman-like fellowship among all bowhunters. 
To initiate or support selected activities and programs intended, or expected, to emphasize the responsibilities inherit in any 

proper use of the bow and arrow and to protect such continued use and possession on the part of citizens of good repute. 
To strive toward upgrading the sport of bowhunting through education, training, demonstration, dissemination of information, 

and related activities. 
To encourage by education, training, and demonstration, the support of appropriate legislation or other activities, a high level of 

sportsmanship and ethics in any use of the bow and arrow in activities related to the interests of the 
association. 

To educate archers to the fact that bowhunting is a sport of separate from and not to be confused with the 
sport of target/field archery. 

To further the purpose of this association by means of education, demonstration, or other appropriate ac-
tivities directed to the recognition and protection of the rights of others, insofar as they relate to prop-
erty rights, and enjoyment and use of property, and the enforcement of laws and regulations. 

 

The Maine Bowhunters Association is organized and shall be operated: 

within certain perimeters to meet our goal, including finding 
solutions for landowners while keeping their rights intact.  
Some solutions will arise out of the work with different state 
and federal agencies from the state legislature and the Gover-
nor’s office, IF&W, DEP, USFW, and LURC working to find 
solutions. Other organizations from game clubs, The Nature 
Conservancy, Land Trusts, hunting organizations, etc. will be 
called upon to help find solutions. 

 I know I’m only covering a small amount of what was 
covered in the Deer Workshop, but I wanted to let you know a 
lot of people are working on the deer problem. 

 The next important upcoming meeting will be the annual 
SAM Sportsman’s Congress on Friday, January 7, 2011 at the 
SAM headquarters in Augusta.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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